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- And so it came, on the wiungs of the dawn’s grey clouds.
Floating down it covered the hills and valleys with a
cloak of virginal whiteness. , '
As if seeking to still their mighty wings, and yet
protect them, , '
~ It shrouded the mighty man-birds within it's glittering
embrace. , - o '
) Onthe hillside, huts and tents, disguised under it’s welght,
' billowed forth spirals of fire, evidence of the warmth
within, : T .
. I1 .

As though at a signal all was stilled.
The movement of men, the murmur of the winds, the
quiet wavirLg of boughs, .

All became intent on the softly falling flakes.

Oyerﬂowmg the heaveus, it tell upon the soft shoulders

. ‘of mature, - n

A Until, at last, the shimmering sequins of winter lay still.
Then the boughs, swaying in rhythm, .
With the tempo of the air, prodded the curiosity ot man.
He emerged onto the white carpet, murmuring at

nature’s beauty.

v f1z
Life resumed it's trend.

The winds danced’and played, man worked and added
his joy and voice to his movements.

v

Slowly it all changed. . :
The dark face of the earth showed through where man
had trod. o .
The murmur of the Winds became a shout, tiny swirls
became minjature fallings. :
The fantastic designs cresated by inan altered the Whole
panorama. . .
. The Whiteness was turned to brown ugliness, While tiny
' rivulets formed growing streams.
The hillside village slowly came out from it’s hiding and |
the stivery outlines ot the man-birds exmerged.
And so 1t went. v S
Leavtng only the sheerness of its
; upon the mind of man.
A beauty to be sought, wonderingly admired.. "
The beauty of a new rallen Snow. '

“ HOWIE” FARLING

beauty, imprinted

; . Fisher scores aguin. Recently Henry’s knack
3 s T o p T H I E F I ‘for being in the right place at the right
& time stood the whole neadquarters detachment in good stead. Rounding the
% corner of our mess hall one night he spied a couple of under*nourizhed aquadron-
§i: " aires mnaking off with a bealthy supply of our eggs. Tmmed intely giving chase,
% he shagged tho culprits half way across the cump before 1%orocing them to crop
their ill-gotten prize. We hereby bestow upon Henry our ot licial vote of thanks.

:  He really brought home the bacon that time.

i

Our Nor
in White

. There is an outfit nearby which de--
serves more than the passing atlention
that it usually gets. IU’s a small orga-
nization, probably npol totaling over
one hundred officers and enlisted men,
all told. It's a non-combal unil, yet its
men have at times performed acts of
quiet heroism to rafik with the bravest
front line soldier orflyer. It's a clean,
neat, and quiet place, this fleld hospi-
tal, yet its staff has known long pe-
riods of desert warfare, and have seen
the better part of two winters on lla-
lian soil. .

1 recentiy sgent a shori period of
time in the hospital, due to a fool
infection. And so many interesting and
amusing things bhappened while 1 was
there that [ feel it is worth while to
pass them on to you. Many of you will
recognize the Feople of whom [ write,
and my only hope is that | may do
them justice.

The nurses were all grand to us.
They seemed tireless, working a twelve
hour day or night shift, and then co-
ming to visit the wards after hours, to
see how a particularly bad case was
coming along, or to stop and chat a
while. All of them were old hands at
this oyerseas business. The head nurse
Las been on this side of the water for
48 months, and the rest of them have
from 16 to 24 months over here. A
soft-spoken Curolina girl gave us sotne-
thing to consider one evening with her
tales of front line tifth-army fighting.
She told, in the most matter of fact
way, of being shelled, and seeigg sights
that only the combat soldier i8 sup-
pused to see. )

The ward boys, the enlisted men
who also work “a duily twelve hour
shift, and do the heavy work around
the wards, were. very competent. Our
ward man was as professional as. a
doctor himself, and took great pride in
the cleanliness and order of his section.
His jokes and puna kept the ward In
an, uproar much of the time. Laughter
is‘one of the besl medicines -in this
melancholy. world,

I shall never forget the morning
that we preseuted our ward boy with
the ** Order of the White Duck''. A
«duck ' is no more than a glorilled
chamber pot, made to size. One mor-
ning as our ward man carried out the
umpteenth * duck ' he informed us
that when he had carried and emplied
10,000 of them he should be eligible
for some- kind of medal. We undertook
lo see that he was given his award,
One of the patients with a flair for
carving made a beautiful miniature
soup * duck ', and compleled the me-
dal with ribbon and safely pin. A.
helpful nurse gave us hints on the;
wording of the presentation, and it
was duly made, Qur sergeant receivod‘g{;&




-

*in them, . : :
\What a wonderful thing it is to have friends. Association with
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his ** Order of the \White Duck* for
* suffering mental wounds while ser-
ving under ridicule”” and was told that
while most awards carry a small ad-
dition to the paycheck, this one called
tor a monthly deduction of iwo dollars.

Many men have -complained of the
lediousness of hospilal confinement,
This outfit has done everything in its
power to combat that boredom. They
have an excellent library a good record
collection, a fine dayroom for the wa-
Iking patients, and a radio in nearly
every ward. FFor the man who likes to
doodle there is a selection of puzzles
Lo keep him husy for hours. The U.S.0.
eireuit hits our hospital. - There are
movies almosl daily, and religious ser-
vices are regularly held. .

Yes, it is quite a place, If you do
have to go there, 'vou may he sure of
the best care, the best fond, and the
finest medicine possible.  In a reeenl
inspection carried out all over this
lalian theatre our fielid haspital carried
off top honors. We are forlunate to
have such an organizatlion serving us,

Due to censorship regulations this
paper may not be sent home.
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CON MOLTO

Nearly everv day in the chapel a

- young man — not too well known in
© the group -- practices singing; he's a
fenor and a good one — hopes to be

!

i a concerl vocalist someday. In the nut
too distaut future we are going to pre-

sent him on a councert. And were it not
fur the fact that Miss Vernole sang so
well, it might be said thal you missed
a good performance. You see, Sgt Rose
was * standing by *° to pioeh-hil in
the event of her failure to show up last
Monday dua to bad weather,

But our scheduled vocals were Jone

o by this tiny voice — yet so ¢lear and

bell-like as to draw sywpathetic facial
expression from the audience. *When
she smiled, so did we — just as her
seriousness sobered us. Maria Vernole
sany deliyhtfully and delicately in spite
ot the cold air that she had just left.
Her performance may go on record as
another triugph of art in. our series.
The 2% year old conduclor of the Bari
Symphony, who accompanied her, ig
going to bring three mewmbers of his
group fo form a quartet, This, you can
be sure, Wwill be the best of all—Mon-
day at [830 you have a date.

Incidentally, Special Service is orga-
nizing a show of local talent. If you
know of or have any specially, please
help out by reporting to them,

CLASSES IN CONPVERSATIONAL
GERMAN WILL BE HELD IN THE
REAR OF THE CHAPEL ON TUES-
DAY AND FRIDAY AT 2000.

Chaplain’s

Flimsy
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I saw a wonderful sight tonight. It was about the finest sight
those of us so far from home can cver see. It was a pile of mail on
my desk. Much of it was Christmas mail arriving late but it was very

“welcome, My mother told me of the Christmas dinner and my wife of
the presents 1 had sent from lItaly, but the messages I want to think
of now are those which came from friends,

A farmer took me back across his fields where we had walked on an
autumin day. A college protessor called me to his study where he assured

" me of his interest in my Wwork, A fellow minister sent his greeting and a
~friend from barcfoot boyhood brought back memories that has magic

. them has given them a mysterious and hidden power to cheer comfort
~and inspire us, which the stranggr can never have. They possess a
medicine for all our ills. Their private esteem and love is worth more
than all the public praise the world can give.

The price ot friendship is always the same. It asks just what it
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It is a

gives, If we are to have friends we must give ourselves in {riendship.
pure pleasure which the selt-centered, the lovers of power and

grandeur, can never know, You may have authority over others but

~i

you cannot have their hearts until you give your own. « )
The only purpose of this article is to encourage you to make new

harvest of unending joy.

friendships all along the®way and to keep all -the old,ones in repair.
Never lose a triend no matter how humble he may be: There is no
limit to the number you may have. Remember that wherever people
are found, a constant giving in sacrificial love will yield an ever present

Chaplain EASTWOOD
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YOUR OWN

"FORTUNE-TELLER

_Throughout the ages nothing has
fagcinated man more than the iden
of being able to se: into_the fulure.
I'he army is giving each of us a chance
lo do just that—to see into the future.
I think I am justifled in holding such
an opinion for the odds are that what
we make.o! ourselves in the army is
a forecast of what we will make of
ourselves when released from the army.
Of course, this will not hold good in
every instance, but I'm positive it will
be true in the majority of cuses.

There are millions “of young men
who, since their induction inlo Lhe
army, * just don't give a hang >, v
we adopl such an attitude in the army.
it will be a Herculean task to drop it
once the war is over. What we do now
is being wmolded inlo our character, it
is becoming a part of our wvature. In
our hearts’ we might resolve to do
differently when we are with our dear
ones once again, but we will ind that
the hubils of the past two or three
years have lefl their mark upon us.
and that however hard we try to rid
ourselves of them, they will keep on
shadowing us. We cannot cast off ofd
habits as we cast off soiled garments.

I do not wish to give the impression
that if we are not **suceessful ** in the
army -we won’t be in -ervil life. | am
merely asserling that the lype of per-
son we are in the army is a fair imdi-
cialion of the lype of person we are
going to.be hack home. Il's not the
rank or rating 'm Uinking of, but the
man bimself. )

There is a bright ‘side to this person-
al fortune-telling business too. A story
ig told of a young prince wha, from
infancy, was homely and deformed.
One day while silting dejectedly- by
a roadside he chanced to observe u
man of noble rank passing on his
chiarger, and this younyg prince became
s0 impressed by the carriage and ele-
wance of the noblemaon that he resolved
‘then and there to he as handsome and
a8 eleganl. Years..passed bhefore the
youth again showed himself in public,
and the people marveled when they
suw hini, for he was indeed elegunt.
In this case the prince was his owu
fortune-teller. He had a glimpse of the
type of person he wanted to be and his
whole nature was imbued with that
one purpose. The idea grew on him
and hecame so all-absorbing that it
effecled a physical transformation in
his person. :

Yes, | think it's a much better idea
to tell our own fortune, for the deci-
sion of making a choice is lefl squa-
rely up to us. We can peer ioto the
future and sece ourselves ns rogues—or
world eitizens.
Jemuel J. Archbold

STORM OVER GERMANY
7:Sgt Roger (Star— Studded) Storm,

the pride and joy of Rockford, Illiness

and childhood siweetheart o) Barbara Flale,

the movie star, has informed his parents

that he has received two batlle stars for
his thealer ribbon and the Air Medal jor
meritorions achievemen! over ememy fer-
ritory, Storn.an M.0.S. 748, also received
the Good Conduct Ribbon eleven months
ago, and expects the cluster soon,
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Ariess Gelangener

The tollowing are names which”

will be fimiiiar to many. They :nf-
dyers who were at one time with
us but are now Sweating ont the
war in German prison camps, Io-
jormation has come to us throuygh
Carmy channels or from the next of

kin,_

“2nd Lt. Thomas Nelson Vague
and Lt James Bdward Meyer
and Lt Leavitt Alonao Shertzer Jr.

Set. John I D'Amore
S'Set,  Marvin J. Miller
C:\p . \'il'gil P, Leverett JIT.
st Lt Clifton W, Selby

1st Lt b Robert 1., Weinbery
ist Lt. Charles R Skinner

S Set. Russell S, Bdcher Jr.
S Suat. Thomas R. Monacelli
and Lt John W, Lindsay
2nd Lt Richard J. \itl
T:Sgr.  John R, Lonsdorf
S!Set.  |ohn Krogstadt

1 St fyndle K. Clark

S 8gr, James 1L LHutehinson
S Sut. Raymond 1. | ddden
st Lt. Robert €0 Keller
Sat, Sidney L. klder

Morve names- will  appear next
week, 1f you should reciive news

of these who are reported ©omis-

sing 7 we hope you will give itto -

us in order that it may bhe printed :

here.

MOVIES FOR THF

WEEK
'l'ur-siln) and W ednesday,
lann:\r)" 30 X3!
“SUMMER _STORM "
Linda Darnel!

aml  George Sununiders

“Thursday and Friday

< MUSIC O IN M:\Nl]:\'l"l‘l:‘.l\‘,".

- Awene Shirley
and Dennis Q' Keefe
Saturduy and Sm;duy
CLADIES OF WASHINGTON”
Ronald Graham
and - Prudy Marshall
FOR SALE.

Radio-Phonograph combo. “778th
Service club., '
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L - .. dwnuary, 38, 1846
‘ . -, = Yo et ocontral vour hands or
" l‘t ‘t l)e 1 l l{ ! feet for the first three or four seconds
’ L . Beeafise  vou're spinning too fast,”
Pave vou oever bailed eut of anetes MeCambridge. We asked Jim to

arphune that wis tehadle shiot up
v or wis e of on e
How did you feel and what were your

clahorate on that one, and he informs

il ol

<hip he seemed to be caught in the

, thoughts that last splir seeond when | (jijstream, At any ratey he seem-
Do stoppisd ridinge and becan falling? * Wl 1o slow down considerably  after

What sensation of motion did you €X=© g few seconds and then pulling the

| perience during your free fall ? {rip-cord became a simple: task.

I Most of us have been -fortunate I fpe Kamantis, who, incidentally
i _Lf'_".'tl.‘i-??‘ o lh“\.tc l"a‘{l.‘"‘{lr llll') 1"‘ lh:\'\; | has both, rip-cord rings to prove it to
| sorties withont having  had these d his erand-children, renlly gave us

questions answered  for us through
personal  experienre,  Maybe we’' ve
<weated out a o prepare to bail out”
signal and  when the  dangey had
passed began to wonder what it would
have been like and whether we'd have
tost the * hutterthies ™ in our stomach
alter the “elute opened, efe.

For the answers 1o a few of these
guestions we've usked three fellows,
Sergeants doe Kamantis, Jim MeCam-
bridee, and Stanley Skowronski (who
claims he's veally an Irishman no
patter how it sounds) what the seore
is. All three are members of 1t O Con-
ner’'s erew and just the other gy

the low-down. [ was undressing .
preparatory to landing when the order
ame to abandon ship. My ’'chute
harness was lying on the floor beside
me but | was outside in about thirty
Cseeonds.” (Whieh makes us wonder
what took him so long ?) ¢ There is
no terrific sensation of falling until
vou wet close to the ground and then
you readly travel. What was | think-
ing about just before [ left the ship?
Only that it was a darn sight safer
outside than in” .

The Loys all agree that the rough
moment is the one when you hit the
grannd. ¢ The finale ™, as Jua termed

made their seeond  deseent = VUG sean he pretty - rough. You're
nylon ™ almost on the cend o of the  Jueky if yon land in a trea, it eu-
runwiy, The livst fime v Was i shions your fall.” Then we put. the

allied vontreled tervitory for the lads
and their ambrellas,

S 0ne thing aboutit ™
ronski, *¢its never a bore ™
just goes to prove he's not Irigh.Can
fven imagine an frishman trying to
pss oft an ekl chestuat dike that =) -

THE 778'h SPOTLIGHT

Big question to adl three: * If you had
a H0-H0 chance to jump or vide the
~ship down to a erash landing, what
wanld you elect to do 2" We've made
two, they chorused, * we'd make it
three in a row.”

T Sgt James R.

sy Skow-
. {whirch

'Doherty 776th

As we are wriling this column the Ovder of the Wonden Mallet is planning one
of its semi-—oceasionalk gatherings, This one is lo commemorale the coming dep-
arture ol LU Rust, For a tine il seemed halthe gathering would bave lo be held in
ihe Bari Guardhouse to acconunwmdale M Suts Chadwick and Conrtright. However
due to o fortunale change ol events the. Sergeants are still with us and the
meeting will be held at the 778th Officers’ Club. — Speaking of celebrations,
Cdifferend men in the Squadron Lave made -mention of their desire for an affair
in honot (or.regretj of having spent one year overseas. There seems Lo be two
schools of thought on the subject. One group favors 22 YFebruary while the
other, proposes that 19 March be the day for the event. Inasmuch as this is a
Squadron purty it has heen suggested that the First Sergeant be lhe one to
arrange the wining and dining of the enlisted men of this Squadron, — After
<evetal months of effort the Enlisted Men's Council has tinally succeeded in.
affecting the reinsiatement of ltalians as Mess Atlendants, This should serve
to lighten the burden of the hard working Ordnance, Armament, Communica-
Lions and Engineering Sections who have heen bearing the brunt in performing
Lhig tedious Lask, — It séems thal 8%t Lorelz appeared in Lhe glory of a store
hought shuve the other day. Huowever e general effect was marred, by the Halo
of grease thal remiined in the places the Barber missed, -— M:Sgt R, W, Perdue
after four weeks of a-correspondence course in Alwebrn and (ieomelry, has de.
eided 4hat Wentworth and Smith are all wrong. He is now working on his new
book * Pepdue’s Simplifled  Mathematics For Morons'. — We have it from
~undispuledly reliable sources that Syt Farl Houver has to be fed his cognae and
e wilh a spoon, Sonie people have strange habits. — 4 fow of the boys on
the line maintain that Tisgl Kaplan and Sgt Butler are in the minor league
when it comes chow time, =.8¢t Sagan has established a Pantanella record for
the two huudred yard dash from his ient to the mess hall. — Wae couldn’t
helieve our vyes lask Sunday night when Gorporal [succo donned his ‘' Boohy
Soceks * and jumped on the early chow truek in order to have a .good seat al
the showing ol ** Step Lively ', featuring he “*Voice". — We would like an-
answer to Lhisqiestion, = "Where does Corporal Yeuh Vut Guzo spend these lonely
wet evenings ', — What crew is it that cheers their pilot on with the following
jibe, ** Go aliead Hero fly it voursell ™ and ** Yeah get another cluster for your
Air Medal ™" ? s . . :

- This is your reborter éomblnntiou of T:Sgt A.J. Oriek and §/Sgt W. J. Clark
saying CHEERIO. . : ' :

i

3

s that immédiately upon leaving the - -
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