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‘baby are at home in tent 53, 76th

| THE TOWER

Published every Sunday by and for
the men of the 464th Bomb Group.

Editor

BEAUTY

When a man writes on his ideas
of beauty he is peculiarly open to
Associate editors criticism. What may seem wonderful

GEORGE H. MERRIAM to me would Ieave another cold,

JOHN T. BLAIR and vice versa. Yet, [ feel certain,
all of us have a common ground
of appreciation on which we may
meet.

Chaplain EASTWOOD

Zypist
HOWARD WALKER

Y

FLASH

Awol is a mother. Monday eve-
ning at 1900 Awol gave birthto a
fine baby girl. Both mother and

ing props in the early morning sun
is a sight not to be missed. To
another, the land itself, the rich
ploughed field, lying fresh from the
ploughshare, 'is good to the eyes.

EM’s area.

C%a;vlézm S Flzmsy |
"MAN'S PROBLEM

One has only to consider the abundance of good things
this earth is capable of producing and then observe the
world’s poverty and want to be convinced that there is

.something tragically wrong with man. What is this sick- |

ness that ruins man’s world ? Why is he always killing
and starving his brothers ?

There are some who say that man has not become of
a&ge. They attribute man’s evil ways to his baser instincts,
to g primitive nature which has not yet been overcome
by culture, beauty and kindness. As they talk of educa-
tion and a better organized state they joyfully dream of
the perfoctday when all men will be charming aud gentle.
They assume that perfect conditions will produce per-
foct men..

The trouble with this type of dreaming is that it does
not take man’s sickness seriously enough. The thing that
makes him a greedy, qra.sping, murderous mad-man is
not the animal in him, but the evil in his heart. e is not
& drunken, sexual pervert because he has evil appetites
but becauss he IS evil. He is not a good man with sinful
habits, but he IS a sinner. If you iuncrease his learning
and knowledge without first changiog this dominant char-
acteristic of his you will merely make him more cun-
ning and.treacherous. The men who are causing the
gieatest amount of suffering in the world today are by

: 'no means ignorant and untutored. Nor do they spring

from a race that has recantly become civilized. Man in
his wzckedness does nut revert to a former type. o does
not become a beast but demoxic and satanic.

The answer to man’s problem, the cure for his sick-
mess, must change the man himself, It must be something
that will give him a new cencer, & new heart. rie must be
& changed man. Christ Iooked upon this change as being
so drastic he told the people of his day that they must be
born again., ¥e then imparted to his followers a teaching
-and & power which has been changlng' the hearts of men
to this vary hour.

‘ Ohaplam EASTWOOD

To some, the silver haze of whirl-,

There is peace and heauty in the
land, in the hills at the end of- our

villey, caught in  the gl.n\ of
sunaet. ’
-There is beauty in the motion of

an airplane. You may
ing wonderful in the swonp and dive

of a P-38 playing across the sky.

There are few men who do not
enjoy the sight of a long, fleecy-
white vapor trail left by a tiny

speck agninst the sky's blue - back-
drop.

A group of our silver ships floating
along in close formation is another
sight which is beautiful’ to watch.
Seen from the formation the land
below presents an  ever changing
scene, never two pictures quite the
same. Square fields, rugged hills,

thick torest, and \nde streams a.ll‘

slide below as the minutes pass.

Yet, it is not only in the large
things that we find beauty. \\ema)
find it close at hand, right in our
work, for instance. We might not
call it beauty, perhaps a job well
done. But certain men do their work
with unconscious artistry !

A mechanic taking pride in his
engines, giving them that little extra
bit of eare which makes them purr,
is an artist. So is a cook, who trys

to bake things just right, up to the

best of his ability, in spite of heat,
long hours,” und poor conditions, He,
too, is a master craftsman, and his

" product more than mere food.

Throughout our lives our women-
folk have been a never ending source
of beavty and inspiration. To us over
here, far from those we cherish,
their steadfast loyalty and devotion
is a constant reminder of their love,
Their beauty is far beyond the phy-
sical, it is spiritual as well.

In all man's efforts to raise him-
self above the level of the humdrum
and the ordinary we find this love
of the beautiful. Nowhere is this
bettu expressed than through reli-
gion. Wether we wonhnp God by
xeadln" the Torah, or in singing
hymus, or in saying .the Mass, we
are conscious of a deep spiritual
bond with all that is good, and
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see someth- .

clean, and fine. There is a sense of

awe, of oncness with God that lifts
us beyond our usnal selves. Life is

1 full of -beauty, if we but look for it,

G. M.
-
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INSIDE THE
SEVENTY - SEVENTH

It probably hasn’t aceurred to most
of us hut one of the items that vur
army diet hasn't included frequently
‘is SOUP. So now we'se had it twice
in the past weck. Your correspondent
hasn’t been able to locate the person

-it ‘but all the T7th join voices in
saying * Thanks " and * Will you fill
my howl again 2" The ingredients,
as far as could be determined, seemed
to be prosiac enough; corned heef,
peas, potatoes and God and the cook
knows what else. But the combination
was good—or are we just hungry?

Two to onc you haven’t even heard
abont the recent fire at the Service
Club. One of the stoves leaked gaso-
line on the floor and it spread all
over one corner of the club under a
pile of blankets and the tahles and
chairs without attracting any atten-
tion. Someone (in the ensuing exci-
tement, we mnever found out who)
dropped a match on the floor in at-
tempting to light the stove, and in
a few seconds flames were reaching
greedily for the blankets. With re-
markable presence of mind, a hystan-
der removed the blankets and other
inflammable material from the danger
area and vetoed a suggestion that
water be thrown on the flames, For-
tunately, no great damage (if any)
was doue. :

Notice the builetin  hoard lately ?
“you too can wear bars!™, So far
we're willing to bet they're not de-
luged with applications for the Infun-
try O. C. 8. that's being established
in this theatre. How about it Dona.
hue? Any motive other than patrio-
tism ? -

There are rumors to the effect that
the text-books to he used in those
Army lustitute Courses have finally
arrived. If its true, ‘you should be
taking ‘“an apple to the teacher ”
any day now. No other” obstacle to

© beginning classes is there?

A few of you will appreciate what
I mean when I say (No editorinl
We this time) I'm “very glad Sgt..
Krennrich made a New Year's Reso-
lution to “throw that.whip away.”

2

CON MOLTO
LSPRPESSIONT

The Concert Master of the Bari Sym-
phony Orchestra played at the chapel
for us last Monday, "and I venture to
say that he cam play with the greatest,
whether they be heard in New York's
Carnegie Hall or for the King of En-
gland, Such wus the impression left on
me by the technique and genius of
Franco Anlonioni, as he plunged skil-
fully into the depths of Paganini, ani
soulfully expressed the four movements
of the  Sonata in D Minor ' by ‘Bee-
lhoven, We all recognized and enjoyed
Fritz Kreisler's ¢ Caprice Viennois ™
and later as an encore * The Rosary"’,
Such violin playing is not an everyday
occurence, you can het. His pianist,
Nino Rota, a composer on his own,
might well be credited with a good
part of the concerl’s success.

l ean only say that you are missing -

the really good music when you do not
come to our litlle music hall on Monday.
evenings., Tomorrow il will he Adrcan-
gelo Masotti, the cellist—and if past per-
formance means anything, BE THERE.

A real good show happened our way
last Friday, the 5Hth, and again on
Tuesday, the 9Lh. in the 464th Briefing
Room., ARC’s Miss Margol Collor iz,
we undersland, responsible for most,
if not all of the work done in presen-
ting this enterlainment,

It consisted of two aets: a five piece
orchestra and a four man acrobat team
formerly of Ringling Bros. Gireus. This
four-some called themselves ** Franco's

fQuartet ' and most certainly confirmed
their claim on fame as they tlew around
i the room (in spite of the rafters) in
! their humorous yet difficult act. In the
musical aggregalion, *“ Pop '’ Munari,

which stars Armando on clarinet - and
violin, and Pierino on drums. Albino
and Ferarri handle the backing with
guitar and accordion respectively. The
youngest, Eugenio, does a song and
dance for variely. All six of these are
goud musicians in bolh the jazz and
concert slyles, though they seem to
specialize in the former.
Bob Crosby’s theme song
Time " opened the program which at
once became identified as a promising
swing session. The versatilily of the
oullil was in itsell a trent—for they
switched from rhumba to bolero to
wallz and then to fox trot jam with
comparative ease. The drum solos were
excellent, lo-say Lhe least, and compare
favorably with our best in the states.
The accordionist retained his suppor-
ting role, but proved his. ability in a
solo of ** Slardust . lle also accompa-
nied Armando who temporarily put
aside his licorice stick and demonstra-
led his long-hair musicianship on his
violin wilhi Schubert’'s ¢“ Ave Maria ”
and one of Listz” Hungarian Rhapso-
dies; this performaunce alone attracted
the atteplion of all. An oceasional
»ride ' 0f Albina's guitar added much
to the enlertainment. The youngster's
rendition of ** Shoo Shoo Bahy " pro-
vided the fun and all in all the show
was superb as music and as enterta-
inmment. . . Co
Ofthe Red Cross and Special Services
we ask more of this sort of good time.
-om

Y

bass fiddler, heads the one family group

* Summer .

HE 778th SPOTLIGHT

[

Here is-an item that we forgot to mention last week and it should be men-
tioned here as it does show an appreciation by the folks back home for the hard-
ships we .are undergoing overseas. To illustrate this statement we cite the case
of T/Sut Black whose wife sent him a contuiner of BED SORE PREVENTATIVE
POWDER. We imply nothing and anyone who sa) s that Sgt Black is sack happy
is-or is not. guilty of slander. — Cpl Tluus must have been rather lucky at cards
recently because he is more than reluctint about indulging in his sideline of hair
cutting, The Corporal might regret his attitude after his monopoly has beeri ended

by the inauguration of the proposed Burber Shop which is to be opened on the’

hill. — §/Sgt Merlon Bailey has been awarded the D.C.C. (Distinguished Cle-trac

Cross) for duty beyond the call of an Electrical Specialist. — For a man who,

can't eat, T/Sgt Harry Kaplan in sure giving Sgt Butler a rough time for being
the No. One man on the chow line, — Two more Officers see the light and their
names have been added to that illustrious roll which comprises the Order of the

Wooden Mallet, namely Lts Klimpel and Krynavitch. They were initiated the -
and crashing’

other evening amidst the traditional sound of smashing furniture
glassware Both candidates gave a good account of their proficiency in the Order’s
Rituals, — After six weeks it got too cold, even for Sgt Border, at the Service
Club and doggone if he didn’t start moving and hustling until there were two
red hot stoves.going. Now if they could have some power for lights and a Radio
it really would be a pleasant place to spend the evening. — Never hear much

from that group of intellectuals who met once a week to discuss the World’s-

Problems. It's quite likely that the abscnce of Sgt Merriam is responsible for the
lack of interest prevailing as indicated by the poor attendance. — A very limited
number of men in the 778th are tired of their present living conditions and as
evidence we point to the few men who expressed a desire to enter Infantry Of-
ficers Candidate’ School. — We have seen shows and shows and more shows but
none can compare with the recent performance of the Italian Band sponsored by
the Red Cross. When the Ifungarian Rhapsody is played to a G.I. audiance and
"you can hear a pin drop, it must be good. Let's have more of that first rate
talent. — The following item is an excerpt from a letter ‘ritten by the love
light of the ‘Red Billed Duck, “I.also learned from those items that you have a
room mate by the name of M/Sgt Courtright who is also a Great Man. I doubt
very much if he is as great as you are. No one can compare to a little Polack
from Massachussetts. Right? Right!!”, The Great Ounc.must be compiling a
scrapbook of personal clippings, Such Modesty ! ’

This i8 your reporter combination of T:/Sgt A.J. Griek and $/Sgt W. ]. Clark
saying CHEERIO. . : . . o

.
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Chow Line Chatter

by A Seventy-Niner

So Daw and Petersen finally got-

back from that extended Christmas
vacation at a luxury resort on the
South Coast. Presumably their credit
at the bar must have run out. Could
anything else force them to brave the
terrors of aerial hitch-hiking ?

. It will soon be Lt. Cole's turn for
rest camp again. It is rumored that

Personal Equipment is constructing

a special harness so that he can wear
two parachutes on the trip there.

Communications is out for blood—
and bars. If wishes become realities.
the whole section will move en masse
into the infranty to officer a new
division.

Split and his fellow ration roasters

have finally got into the new house.
They've a stove that could roast an
ox, And liave you seen those French
windows, '

A new record for speed of house
construction and occupation was set
by Harder and his boys. Watching
them moving in reminded one of the
story of the cook on a Kaiser-built
ship who set up -his stove on the
freshly laid keel so that dinner
would be ready by the time the
ship was finished, .

So the Romeo casa has been split
up. ‘Any apartments for rent boys?

Honorary award of the paratroop
badge is hereby made to Jack Me
Cray. He made his third jump last
week and landed safe and sound. It’s
great to know those things open
every time. ' :

John Fain languishing in the
outer darkness  of 55th- Wing says
that the gorgeous food and waitresses
do not make up for the basic train-

ing atmosphere engendered by having |

to get up in the morning when the
First Sergeant blows his whistle.
We understand that Sturkie and
Hudson’s super tax is running so
high on their earnings at the crap
table that they will have to form a
limited liability company.

MOVIES FOR THE WEEK
Sunday and Monday T
¢ STEP LIVELY
with ‘Frank Sinatra

Tuesday and Wednesday
@, I. SHORTS"

Thursday and Frida ‘
** Mr. SKEFFINGTON
with Belle Davis and Claude Raines

Saturday and Sunday
‘*SAN DIEGO I LOVE YOU '

Future Basketball Games_:

Wed. January 17 ‘at 1830
: 34th Fleld Haspltal

Fri. Jaxiuary 19-at 1830
- 323rd Headquarters Sqdn.

MEET THE CO'GS

Paratrooper Jack McCray as he is known as these days... is the guy who
came in this man’s army to fly the big ones and not to be jumping out of
the things all.the time, :

Congratulations are in order this week to Tech Sgi Jack MeCray of the
79th who made his third emergency parachute jump when he was {lying on a
mission to Linz, Austria wilh Major McNeely. When word came ‘drifting back
that McNeely’'s ship had canght fire and the crew had bailed out, the entire 79lh
as one man * felt ™ for Jack. All the olid boys know about the time last May

vhen Jack and his gang were coming back to Givia afler a rough one to Plue-

sti. Their plane was prelly badly damaged and as they neared Yugo-the pilot
knew he couldu't’ make il hack to the base. Jack starfed sweating.... then he
began reminiscing about his training phase days out in Nevada when he hit
the silk for the firsl time. The pilot decided to try a crash landing on Vis and
ordered the crew to bail oul. Jack landed on a rocky beach and had the mi-
sfortune ta break an ankle, That was the second time he had been forced to
change lransportation in mid-air and he was beginning to get skeptical about
riding in the B-two-dezens.. can.you blame him?

After lounging around lhe hospilal for several months Jack came back to

the hill, It wasn't long before hé slarted flying again... but he hoped he could

fly and finish up and not have to jump out of annther airplane and go sailiug

around the air trusting hislife to about 100 dozen pairs of nylon stockings. .

He was piling up the sorties aned hegan to think that maybe things would be
easier from here on out. Even Arah.... old Wrinkle.... moved into Jack's tent
and selitled down to live a quiet life, -

L.ast Monday Jack found bhis name up to fly with Major McNeely... just
another mission and Jack Rlt no different about it than any of the other 22 he
had flown. The take-off went off without a murmur. Shortly after the form-up
the formation was heading Avstria-way when number @ engine started smoking.
In a few minules fire came spurting out and Major McNeely gave the bail-out alarm.
Jack looked at his 'chule, figeted a bit with his harness and ‘said two simple
words... ** What... again?",

dack sailed out the homb bay and pulled the rip-cord... once more he
sweated oul the big hunk of silk over his head:... plop.... it was open and he
relaxed for the ride down to earth. Naturally, Jack found himself floaling toward
a rocky terrain. He didn't lighten up his hody.... uh unh.... he relaxed.... he
found out what it meant to hit the ground ‘*in a brace’™ and it dida’t pay to
do it that way.

Closer and closer the ground came up until.... he was dowan.... terra firma...
ah baby but it felt good to be back on old mother earth. Jack”hit.... siretched
out, pulled the shroud lines lo capsize the ‘chule, loaked up at the sky and
muttered a few words..... *Thanks God.... again!",

Jack is back on the hill. His only injury was a sprained ankle and he's
thankful for that. As for a transfer to the paralroopers.... no go.... they can
take Lheir jump pay and slove it.... back to the pay-master. Juck is about ready
to write a book ‘on the why's, how comes and who done-its of parachute jum-
ping and he says; ‘“ mayhe they'll make them 8. 0. P.’s in every B-24.... Lthey
could use a couple of good hooks on that subject... as for me, I said Thanks... to
God, the silk-worms and Mijor McNeely.... in that order! ",

. . JOE STEWART

464th CHALKS UP ANOTHER
465th FALLS SIXTH VICTIM

According to eye-witness accounts
Tuesday night's game with the 46ith
proved to he one of the most thrilling
played in the league to dale.

Sparked by . « Hank » Diraczewski
and_Utley, the 64th shone inits display
of stiperb baskelball playing, As shown
by the box score, every man was in
there pitching.

The rumor had evidently heen aired
about that the G4th showed poorly

against what is known as a «zone» |

defeuse for the 65th starled out with
just that type of defense. When it he-
came obvious that the gama would not
be won that way they swilched to a
man to man defense. Unfortunately, or
fortunately, as the case may be, «twas
of no avail. The 64th wenton to win
by a score of 45 to 34,

BOX SCORE:

B | G A
McRae a4 8
Massar 9 0 4
Morgan . . . . . 9 0 4
Otley . . .. . 9 4 8
Johason . e 4 1 9
Baraczewski . . , § 6 19

TOTALS 16 16 46

CHAPEL SERVICES

PROTESTANT
Sunday - 1100 & 1900

Wed. - Service Men's Christia
_ League - 1900 :
Thuy. - Choir Rehearsal - 1900

Bible Cluss - 1900
CATHOLIC MASSES

Sunday - 0930 & 1730

Tues., Thur. £ Sat. - 1630

Tues. - 1800 Novena Devotions
~ JEWISH

Friday - 1900

' MORMAN

- 1900 -

CIIRISTIAN SCIENGE

{f you are interested in having Chri-
stian Science meetings will you.please
see your,chaplain.

CONCERTS

Tues.

Monda
month, "hef' begin at 1830. Tomorrow
night it will be Arcangelo Masotli, cel-
list with the Bari.Symphony. .

Sran, Tie, Gruserpe Pansint & Fiavt
Cormo Vittorio Emanusle 102 — BARL -

night is concerl night Lhis .
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