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MEET THE WHEELS
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Most of vou men in the group know the * Wheels " when
you see them, but what they did before Joining us remains a decp |
dark mystery, I will endeavor to shed light on that mystery by o !
series of short biographies of the leading men in the grouj,

Aldl of you know Colonel Arnold L. Schroceder, but did you
kuow that he was once a 2ud Lt 2 The Colonel was commissioned
2nd Lt in the Infantry when he graduated from the “Point” in 1932,
After graduation fiom West Point he transferred to the Air Corps
and took flight training at Randolph and Kelly Fields in Texas.

This is not the Colonel’s tirst tour of oversens duty, he served at
Wheeler Field in Hawaii and for a short time in England as a
Special Observer. .

Before joining the Group he was Executive Officer of the 55th
Bomb Wing, serving in that eapacity from December 43 until June

of this yvear,

The Colonel is married and like the rest of us is “Sweating out”
the war so he can return to his wife and fumily, who mean more
" to him than the DFC and the Air Medal with Oak Leaf Oluster,

Lt. Ool. Charles F. McKenna I1I,the p,x'id'c of Pelham, N. Y., is
the holder of the DFC w\ith O&C», Air Medhl and three Qak Teaf
Clusters. The Colonel tells me that his favorite hobbies are Ice
Hockey ‘and Propagation of the Race, in both of which he no

doubt . excels. i .

A graduate of Fordham Univ. class of ’38, commissioned 2nd
Lt, AA Branch of the Coast Artillery he transforred to the Air
Forces und took his flight training at Kelly Ficld, Texas where
he also served as Instructor. He was transferred to Ft. Worth
where he was Supervisor ot Primary Flying School,

Before joining the Group he was CO of the 781st Bom Bq
of the 465th Bomb Group. '

Ool. McKenna has returned fo the Group aftor Laving Seijoye
a well earned rest with his wife and two children in the stated
where he went after finishing his first 50 combat nissions.
‘ by SiSgt WEAVER
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A BUNDLE OF

STICKS

Italy is the country of the bundle of
sticks, Half the people on the road
seem to be burdened with these bundles.
In the evening as the farmers leave

“their flolds and wmuke their -veary way

bacik to the village to spend the night
they invariably carry a bundle of sticks,
There are large bundles on the t-wo-
wheeled carts, bundles on the backs
of men, bundles tied to woicycles and
even elderly women may be seen car-
rying these precious twigs as they
walk the long miles from field to hearth.
The twigs are precious for Italy is poor;
exceedingly poor in things .to burn.
When the olive trees, the figs, the al-
monds and even the trees by the side
of the road are pruned the cuttings are
gathered into neat bundles to be car-
ried away to feed the tiny fires in the
open fireplaces where house wives pre-
pare the simple meals of the poor.

— In Italy the bundle of sticks became

8 symbol. In ancient Rome the fasces,
a bundle of rods or sticks with the
blado of an ax projecting, was carried
before the magistrates as a badge of
authority, The fasces reminded all who
saw that the magistrate had the
authority to punish law breakers by
beating with & rod or beheading with
an ax. The Fascists, a political group
or ‘‘ bundle ", employed the symbol..
It i8 to be seen on monuments and coins
poth new and old,

I wonder if there is a relationship
between the bundlo of stieks which is
8 symbol of authority and the bundles

‘which we see on the backs of men and

women today in Southern Italy? In a
socliety where men trust and respect
each other ‘there is little need for the
external authority that wields the big
stick, since each man is governed by
8 law in his heart. In such a society
no individual or class is allowed to
sink into diro poverty for each man is
interested in the welfare of all. When
men no longer do right bocause it IS )

.right, but are willing to turn every

situation to their own advantage, all
mutual trust and respect disappear and
an external authority, a ruler with &
rod in his hand, takes over. The .ruler
and the class which supports him, being
& part of this society, have no regard
for the rights of others, the poor ap-
pear and grow steadily poorer. .The
bundle of stioks which symbolizes ox-
ternal authority and the bundle which
becomes a burden on the backs of the
poor go hand in hand. If we would be
freo from the latter we must be worthy
of freedom from the formor, If we are
to keep these burdensome bundles.of
stiocks off of our own backs. we muat
80 live as to make the existence of the
bundle of rods unnecessary. We must
moerit the resgect, trust and confldence of
one another, Chaplain EASTWOQOD
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