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HEADOUARTEES HHS/TTE/ jim

464TE DOVELLTLLNT GROUP {H)
LPO 520 ] .U S &
319.1 - | 26 Lpril 1945

SIMJLCT: Narralive kilssion Report

TO . ¢ Commanding Genersl, 55th Bomberdment Ving (E)
PO 520, U S Army . .

scheduled B-24 type

1. On 26 £pril 1945, trhirty two (32)
n Italy, from C3L2R hours

¢/c took off io bomb targets in norther

2. The thirty two (32) a/c formed into tvo () attack units.

a. Under the leaderchip of Cclorel Virgil L. Zoller,
Deputy Croup Commender, e smooth form-up waes enjoyed by the firct
gttack unit. ASrriving at Andria on time, ond &t presceribed aliti-
tude, it was found that another formation, identified sc of the
L5h4th Bombardment Group (H), was in the area, eplready accembled, ot
about 2,000 feet below this Group. Deperture on course, however,
was made at briefed time and altitude.

’ b. The second atteack unit, under the leaderchip of
First Lieutenant Louis E. EHenslcy, Flight Leader of the 776th Borb-
ardment Squadron (E), form-up, essembly and rendervous were effec-
ted without incident.

3.' The route wes flown as.briefed to immediately beyond

Rimini. At this plece, the Group Leader received radio zdvice from
.the Leader of the ,460th Bombeardment Group (H7), then in the vicinity

of the primery target, that there was 9/10ths cloud coveérage. .
He further stated that his Group wes not going to bomb the primary,

and recommended that an elternate target be atteacked. Turn right

was then made to (4435N-1215E) &t 1131B hours, to L526N-1L12E) |
to Tarnova at 1215B hours &s I P for alternate target A F No
8. A bombing run was then begun, at 20,500 feet, on a T C of

" 274°. DTespite every endeavor, visual cbservation could not be

secured, and since & bank of clouds to the north prevented turning
toward another slternate, relly left was mede at (4E02N-13222F)

et 12178 hours. From there, course was laid to {4545N=-13158),

to- (4510N-1310E), end direct to base. A track chert, choving
routes briefed, and flown, is inclosed. ) ‘

L £11 /e returned their qpffre b omb loeds'of'forty.(bo)
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100 pound IIY bombs, clustered, fused .1 noce and .025 tell, tot-
=1ling sirty four (6.4} tons.

5, Fl-kx wes relther ercountered nor cbeervecd during this

wission. o
) P-51s reﬂdr"* ‘uzed with the
20%). ZInroute tc the tarccot,

&g meny a2 twenty (20) of trhese fighters were ceen ot one tineg;

set centact wes at 13308 hours at (LZ4EIT=1LLEE), whnen twelve
(1L2) of tre fignters were secn. The P-5ls vere identified g5 of
the 32nd Fighter CGroup, &nd .ccaments were received concerning
tre ercellent ccver provided. ’

6. Trelve (1Z) to fifteen (1
-1

7. V.esther ws as follows:

Clecr et te<e-cff vith visibility Z0 miler. 4
Gererally clecr over Adristic with pately stratocumulus
znd .eltogtratus beginning there and increscing rapidly to 8/10 to
10/10, top 1§&,C00 fcet. ©2/10 to 3/10 kigh eirrus. |
Over Gulf of Venice, 6/10 to 8/lO altostratus and alto-
cumulus, top 15,000 fect ‘
At Uding 10/10 sltocumulus topl8,000 feet end 6/10
cirrus st 21,000 feet; visibility ln miles ‘
Cr return, lO/lO altocumulus end alto°t1atus top 16 101810]
et breeking rapidly south of kimini to Tew scattexcd clouds
si bility was 10 to 15 miles, ncrth of ERimini.
Clear at base on retuzn, visibility 15 milecs.
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8. All scheduled a/c returned to this base from 141ZB hours
to 14198 hours.

FOR' TEE COMAANDING OFFICER:

A

- FRAICIS E. ELLDER
Mejor, AC
Intelligence Orficer

1 Incl :

Incl 1 - Treck Chesrt
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