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1. On 1% Fehrrunys 10L€,<el;hj€fq"(18) fnﬂ&ﬁanFV({z §ﬁar=
. F-?l tvve afc, scheduled Tor bLUY F0:RCH, tock off tn borb tlhe
Sortine Sléinse 21t Viener Meustedt, fusiris.  Trke-of® viee Croe
1N1ef vours to 10248 hanurs.,
2., The fventr one (21) a/c formed into oue (1) attrci unit

Ao
v
of three () elements, heinec led br Cantein Josevh A, &Sh-meneki
k=

¥lieht, Lealer o the 770th Eombariment Souedron (F).

. 1, Tue to r~iverse weather conditinneg, Groun Torm-un vas
- effected between Earlette and Trani. “ins rendezvous vng ei-
Treted with the L7 5th and L4F5th Fombarcment Crours (F), on. ‘
course &t thesorescerited time, Tt ig not belisved that the
LAOtY Eomberdment Croun (H) effeeted rendervous with the . ing,

formation.

L. The course was flown as briefesd, with the exce:ticn
trat tle IP of TFreiland vas nassed &liertlyv tno tle le?t, ana
cour~e continned northesst for six (€) to eisht (3) ~iles be-
Ll vond this roint. This deviation wes gaured bv the -dimming out

6f the nrimarv tereet's returhs on - the scone of the leed a/e
“over tl'e mountsins. The envroyimate route is shewn gronhicelly
on tre inclosed track chart,

5. Mo (2) a/¢ turned beck er iv, 88 Follow:
. N . - .
: 8. A/C Mo L1-2920L, wes ohservec turning teck at
12584 hours, ond was Yeard to state over the radio that he o
wrs havine ensine troutle, This.a/e ie renorted to have lanaded

. °t Beri.  The dirvosition of its bomb load of two (2) tons is

: un¥novm, : '

5 b, A/C No 41-2959) was observed turning back at 1328A

2 bonrs, with No 3 engine festhered. Owver the radio, it was

i . heard that this a/c had en extreme oil leek in No 3 engine. .
i The a/¢ 1s revorted to have landed at Vis, and the disposition

4 of '1ts bomb load of two (2) tons is unknown.
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- ealdd from six (6) to eight (8) miles beyond the IP.
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Ltr Narr Miss Rpt (Blue Forc_‘e), L6l Bomb Gp (H), 15 Feb 45, contd
6. 'Two (2) a/c jettisoned bombs, as follows:

a. A/C No 42-78692, at 1410A hours, at 47°18'N-16023'E,
dropped one quarter (.25) ton of bombs, hung up over the target
by e sheckle malfunction.

: b. A/C No 42-51264, at 1533A hours at 420°30'N-16C15'E,
droppdd one quarter (.25) ton of bombs, hung up over the target
by & sheckle malfunction.

7. Nineteen (19) a/c released thirty seven and one half
(37.5) tons of 500 1b RDX bombs, fused .l nose and .0l tail; on
the primary terget at 1403A hours, from 21,000 feet, upon an
attack axis of 131°, Bombing recapituletion is as follows: -
19 a/c dropped on primary target 37.5 tons
2 ER a/c at friendly fields, bomd .
disposition unknown L.0

2 a/c jettisoned . —
. : Total L2.0 tons

8. Bombs ‘awsy photographs show the target obscured by a
solid cloud cover. No terrain is visible on any of the photo-
grephs returned from the target area. ' ,

9. Bombing on this mission was accomplished by PFF.

The PFF Operator of the lead a/c reports that his '’
set operated efficiently during the entire route. The target
was first picked up forty five (45) miles away. Crossing over
the mountains to the IP, their bright return dimmed out the
primary target, causing course to be flown slightly to the left,
A - strong.
target return was then achieved, which when checked with Vienna,
clearly identified the target. The bombing run then began, and
was effected smoothly. TFour (4) sighting engles were given, '
from 709 thru 509, and five (5) course corrections, the last
being 2° left. The Bomphardier and PFF Operator believe that
their bomb release was close to the prescribed aiming point,
toward the city. - ‘ T .

b. The PFF Operator of the lead a/¢ of the seocond
element. (Baker Box) reported his set as operating correctly
enroute. He first picked up the terget thirty (30) miles awey,
and retained it to the bomb release. Five (5) sighting angles
were given, from 70° thru 53°, and in Radar Operator's and Eomb-
ardier's opinions, bombs hit in the immedlate target area.
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Ltr Narr Miss Rpt (Blue Force), 464 Bomd Gp (H), 15 Feb 45, contd

¢. The PFF Operator of the lead a/c of the third ele-
ment (Charlie.Box) Teported his set as functioning fairly en-
route, with the range weak., On the fifty (50) mile range,
recepion only to thirty five (35) to forty (40) miles coulg
be secured. The target was first received thirty two (32) -
miles away, and retained throughout to bombs awgy. Five (5)
sighting angles were given, from 700 thru 40°, and corrections
for course likewise Supplied. The Bombardier and PFF Operator
believe that the bombs hit the assigned'target area.

10. No flak at the primary target was observed by crews
of this Force. ' ) o

11. Rendezvogs with P-51 escort fighters was made at-

. 1318A hours at 46 39'N=14047'B, Cover provided was deseribed as
excellent, with maximum number seen at one time being thirty
(30). Certain of these P-51 fighters were identified as of
the 325th Fighter Group. Escort was last seen at 15254 hours
over the Adriatic .Sea, : .

12. Weather was repdrted as follows:

Base: At take-off, 10/10ths stratocumulus, base
1,500 feet, top 3,000 feet, Similar ceonditions to the coast,
o . breaking over the Adriatic to 1/10th to 2/10ths Small cumulus.

Route: 3/10ths small cumulus over the Yugoslav coast,
with the Dinaric Alps clear except for velley stratus, Scattered
- eumulus and 1/10th cirrus at 28,000 feet to the vieinity of Juden-
berg, where an overcast qf stratocumulus began, extending go . -~
the target. Tops of these elouds were 10,000 feet. o , ,

Return: Similar conditions, with the base 10/10ths
cumulus and stratocumulus at 2,500 feet. Visibility was 15 miles.,

| Target: 10/10ths stratocumulus, top 10,000 feet with
visibility unlimited above the clouds., :

13. Military observgtions weré.as follows:

, - @s. At 1210A hours from 186000 feet, an airstrip with
‘ten (10) SEF was Seen at 45935'N-15018'E, _ ,

b. At 13324 hours from 20.000 feet, an A/D with
twelve (12) SEF was observed six (6f miles eest of Judenburg,
Austria, . T

c. At 14454 -hours rrom.ls,boa Teet, the M/Y_orb
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. Ltr Narr Miss Rpt (Blue Force), 464 Bomb Gp (H), 15 Feb 45, contd

Zagreb 'Yugoslavia was observed full of cars, comprising more
than five hundred (500) units of rolling stock.

d. At 1L45A hours from 18,000 feet, one (1) T/E e/a
was seen at the Zagreb, 'Yugoslavia A/D. A

14. Nineteen (19) a/c landed at this base from 1608A hours
to 16374 hours.

15. Five (5) a/c attemnted photographs. ' A selected print .
is attached.

For the Commanding Officer:’

FRANCIS F. ELDER
Major, Air°Corps
Intelligence Officer

2 Inclosures
Incl 1 - Track chart
Inel 2 - Selected Print




