THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

mDQUARTERs HH/FFE/ jmm

L64th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
o APO 520 U S Army
319.1. ) ' 13 February 1945.

SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report

TO ¢  Commanding Genersl, 55th Bombardment Wing (H)
APO 520, US Army .

. l. On 13 February 1945, twenty (20) B-24 type a/c of
twenty one (21) scheduled took off at 0830A hours to bomb the
primary target desigmsted in Orerations order No 70, forming
into one (1) attack unit, led by Colonel A. L. Schroeder, Group

Commander.

- 2, TForm-up assembly, end rendezvous were accomplished
"as prescribed without ineident.

3. One (1) a/e, No 44-49653, failed to take off because
of spark plugs fouling. N

‘ L. There was one (1) early return. A/C No L4=-4B767 tur-
ned back at 4525N-1508F at 1126A hours when manifold pressure
dropped upon expe:iencing turbo trouble, landing at 1245A hours.

' 5. Upon nearing the lest -turn point before the IP for the
P/T, the PFF equipment of the lead A/o failed to funmction. At
this point the deputy lead a/c;was about to lose an engine. .
- Decision was. then made to bomb visually Pola Casting and Yorging

set for that alternate objective. - :

' 6. Seventeen'(l?) a/c were over the alternate target at
. 1335A and dropped thirty four (34) tons of bombs (500 1b RDX,
-1 nose and .0l tail) from 25,600 feet, on an axis of 181 ,

with a right rally.

7. 8, A/C No 42-51644 eccidentally jettisoned two (2) -
tons at 1235A hours at L745N-14LOE as the result of an electri-
cal short circuit, - o .

Do A/C No 4449363 Jettisoned two )2) toms at 13104
hours. at 4430N=-1415F to lighten load& when No 2 engine went out.
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Ltr Narr Miss Fpt, L64Lth Bomb Gp. (H), 13 Feb 45,.cont'a

1

Recavitulstion of homb‘tonnage

17 a/c dropped on target : "' .34 tons
2 a/c¢ jettisoned ' L "
Returned to base - 1 earlvy return - =2 "

Total : ’ Lo m

8. Bombing was visual, C-1 Autometic Pilot being used
on run by lesd a/c. A '

Bomb strike photos show a heavy concentration of .
Several dozen hits on Pole Naval Yerd Installations locsted - _
between the submarine pens and Fort Castello. There were num-
erous direct hits on the casting ang forging shop, machine shov,
warehouses, and barracks buildings adjacent to the machine shop.
At least one strike was on the navel training station 2nd sev-
ersl others were on the torpedo depot. A near miss wasscored
off the end of the Rebells mole, and a direct hit damaged the
east end of the submerine pen area. :

9. Flak encountered at Pole was M-IAH, visual tracking
fire, with exposure 1lastineg sbout three (3) minutes.

10, a. Observetion of five (5) ME 1095 was reported by

one (1) erew near Linz at 12;3A hours .at 25,500 feet, E/A
- came in et five o'oclock in l1ifne abreast as fﬁough contemplating

attack and then broke away without engagement before reaching
firing range. :

: b. In the Amstetten-Steyr area, ten (10) FW 190s,
in 1ine abreast, made one (1) threatened pass at C harlie Box,
, coming in from six o'clock just over undercast, closing to
. approximately 600 .yards. When fired upon, e/a peeled off ang
. : down into the undercast, without renewal of attempt. Charlie -
Box at the moment was well off to itself. The crew of the A/c
in C-31 position was the only one of the box ® report this

~ineffectual engagement.

11, Rendezvous was made with 15/20 P-51s at Traglwant at
1236A hours, but provided no escort for this Group when it -tur-

ned for the alternate target at Pola,

12, 'Wegther encountered was as foiiows:
Clear on teke-off. Visibility tﬁirty (30) miles.
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Ltr Narr Miss Rpt, 464th Bomb Gp (H),

feet, 'bases 2,000 feet.
onst tops 8, 000 feet.
of va’lev qtratus.

route.

10 to 12,000 feet with few breaks.
to east.

' 12,000 feet with 8/10 thin cirrus at 27,000 feet.
over Pola,

Adrietic with tops 8 to 10,000 feet.

13.

" of 100°, apparently under control.

-
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13 Feb 45, cont'd

3/10 patehy stratocumulus over Adristic, tops 8,000

£/10 stratoocumulus along Dalmatien

Clear over Dinaries with few patches
.1 to 2/10 cirrus entire first half of
From mounteins to primery, 10/10 stratocumulus tops -
Large clear arees revorted

Over primarv target, 10/10 stratocumulus,tovs 10-to

'

Conditions remaining same enroute to Pola with CAVU

Return route seme with 4 to 5/10 stratocumulus over

CAVU at bese.

one (1) a/e, Y/Y, No L42-50843, Tailed to return.
This a/¢ was observed to leave formetion at 13354 hours just
after release of bombs at Pola, peeling off to left on a course

he fluttering.

14,

15,

Time
1100A

12004
12651A

12074

12174

10564
16.

Rudders were observed to

-

Thirteen (13) a/c received minor flek damage end two
(2) suffered major damsge.

The;following observgtions were reportedé

Qlace
u615N-15103-

L7L3N-1445E
L 731N-1,00F

L,713N=1450F

L, 725N=1 L4 2F
LLOSN=1504F

1520A hours.

17,

The route was flown slightly to east of briefed course

A ude
25,000
25,000
25,000

19 000

Observation

Large camp area.

30-40 ‘SEF and TFF on A/D at

" Zeltweg (k-20 prints inclosed).

12 SEF on A/D {k-20 prints
inclosed). -

Active M/Y.
4 chutes, ’ | .

3 CL's headed@ NNE.

Nineteen (19) a/c mede return landing from lh56A to -
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Ltr Nerr Miss Rpt, Aéhth Bomb Gp (h) 13 Feb 45, cont'd

H
to vieinity of Treglwang, from whence course was set for Pola
es shown on enclosed track chart.

18. TFive (5) a/c attempted photos. Selected print attached.
For the Commanding Officer: - - ‘

(4

FRANCIS F. ELDER
Major, AC
Intelligencerorficer

3 Inclosurec -
Incl l- Track chart
Incl 2- Selected strike. photo
Inel 3 -K-20 nrints :




