‘eumulus, tops 11 - 12,000 feet.

-

" THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED

L
CONFIDENTTIAL
« U
HEADQUARTERS BVB/F¥E/fh
L6Lth BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
. APO 520 - US Army
319.1 . ‘ -9 December 194}
SUBJFCT: Narrative Mission Report
.TO .t Commending Generel, 55th Bombardment Wing (H)

APO 520, U S Army

1. On 9 December 194/}, tweniy eipght (28) scheduled
=24 n/c nlus three (3) designated spares took off at 07254
hours-to bomb the primery target designated in Operations
Order Yo 276. The thirtv one (231) s/¢ formed in two (2)
etteck units, the firet of which wees led by Lt Colonel Flvin -
E. Coodvear, Operations Officer of the L6Lth Fomhardment
Croup (F) and the second, bv 1st Lt Richsrd K. Price, Flight
Leader =f the 779th Bomb:rdment Squadron (H). '

2. The Croup Torm-un was eYecuteé Southeest of Bari
over the Adristic &t 13,000 feet. ILine and Wing rendezvous
were not sccomnlicshed heceuse o weather conditions over the
Adrtetic,

2, ‘Notificetion of recall was received at arproximetelyv

- .

0Ql54 hours, et whiech time the Croup was ordered to return

. to base by boxes., Charlie and Tog boxes returned from

(41°49'N-17°16'7), the a/c lending between 10104 hours and

10584 hours. AbYle and Beker boxes in tryine to. get throueh
and returned to base lending hetween 1138A hours and 1215A

hours, BR-24 a/c¢ No 42-05332 lesnded &t Bari at 10392 hours:
beceuse of 1llness of ball gunner. This a/c landed here st
13054 hours with complete crew. ‘

L. A1l a/c returned-entire bomb loads to this base. .
£. Weather was &s follows: 9/10 to 10/10 stratus angd
stratocumrulus st take off, base 5,000 feet, tops 8,000 feet
witk sc~ttered cumulus to 12,000 feet. Light rain showers.

Trom bese td‘coast,-S/lo - 9/10 strestodumulus 'and"

Over Adristic.to (L194L9'N-17946'E), where chip

' turned back, £/10 - 10/10 multilever clouds from 5,000 feet
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to 1@,000 feet with principal cloud an sltocumulus deck from
8,000 feet to 16,000 feet. Moderabe mixed icing was picked
up st 12,000 feet. - '

On return, clou?d bases had lowered over lend. At bhase
on return wae 10/10 stratus clouds, base at 1,500 feet, with
rain showers. Visibhilitv 1 - 5 miles in rain and haze.

Tor the Commanding Officer:

-

FRANCIS F. FLDER
Major, AC R
Intelligence .Officer
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