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1. Oun 9 October 1944, Zorbtw oas (4L) of forty two (42)
scheduled B-24 a/c took off at 0745A hours to bomb the primary
target named in Operations Order o K26 dated 28 October 1944.

. A/C No 42-50962 did not take off dve to illness of
toe pilot sust prior to take off. ’ '

The forty one (4l) z/c¢c formed into three (3) attack
units. The first attack unit being led by Major Weldon K.~
Burton, CGroup Overctions Officer, the second attack unit by
Captein Harry S. Vilson, lst Pilot o the 777th Bombardment
Souadron (H), ené the third sattack unit by ist Lt Wayne G.

Shearer, lst Pilot of" the 777th Bombardment Squadron (H) .~

. 2. Group Torm up was made, but the two (2) Group rend-
ezyvous with the 465tk Group ves not made until just before
reaching Spinezzola ot 09LLA hours. At 10,000 feet the Wing
rendezvous was made over Spinazmola at 0O917A hours.s

3. Oney (1) &/c¢ relurred ecrly. [ /C Lo 44-10610 ret-
urnsd from the form up wrea due to the ball turret gunner .
becoming i1ll irom ¢ smell tumor in the left ear. Pain caus2d

: W.- Twenty six (26) a/c¢ including-the early return, re-
turned sixty five (€5) tons of 500 1b K-17 Incenclary ovombs,

~ and twelve (12) «/c-returned thirty (30) tons of 500 1b_RDX

bombs (.1 nose and .0k tail fusing) to base. i "
‘ ~ One (1) o/¢ jettisoned two and one helf (2%) toms of
500 1Ib RDX bombs at (45°15'N-13921'E) at 1111A hours to lighten
load to maintain cltitude. .
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5. 5.~ (1) e/c encountered IAE flak over Pale at 11254
hours while flying at #&,000 feet. The bursts were mostly -
THe al-
. titude of the bursts was very sccurcte. Tnis /e o separated

from the formction ond was off cours:s due to the -30x and re-
mote indicating compass being inoperative.

6. Forty (LO) to rirfty (50) 2-51 a/cowere observed at
1035A hours in the vieinity of (44°35'-13°35'L). These a/e
were obgserved for just & chort time before they were lost in
the clouds. Markings indiccted these /c.were from the 52nd
end 337na Iiguter. Creupt. .

7. Onec (1) &/c is missing. A/C No 42-50867 was last ob-
served at (45°15'N-13°21'E) when it went into a sharp left turn
at 22,500 feet which developed into & tight soiral.  The a/e -

then rdlled over on -its bLzeik wnd drogped stralght dowa 11 a steep
dive. Was last seen diving into the overcast ' at 20,000 feet.
No chutes were secn to oren. 4 .

8. onc (1) crew reported vr wmsuil vapor trail over the
‘Adriatic on the return flight at 11352 hours. Trall appeared 10

miles off to-the west and at first appeared.to be small, but
grew larger with black color at the-end at approxiuately 14,000
feet. The trail was solid end was two (2) to three (3) miles,
_in length. Cause of this was unknovn, as there were no a/¢ vis-

ible in the direction of the vapor trail ot the tie it was ob-
served. ‘ - ' R

4




‘,t T Thiis PAGE S UNCLASSFie .
1

“ CONFIDENTIA AL

Lir Naol Sliss T2, voaud

9. One crew reported that at 1130A hours at (44°4L57N-
12055'%) they wonitored Big Funcc. & voice called "This is
Big Fence, take heading of 3,0°." Bigs Fence was asked to re-
peat but our a/c¢ received nmo reply. This neidirg ronld have

talkten them into cireny Lazrltory. '

10. Weather abt the base on take off was a few scattered
strata cumulus L,000 fect, 3/10 alto cumulus and alto utratuc
9,000 feet. 3-4/10 cirrue 19,000 foet.

Joute out brie con &Ltlonb to north of Spur, there

clouds begun and ircrewczed Lo lO,lO tiick ¢iriwas from 13,000
‘ too97 00C &ad 7/L0 swmlus.6-16,000 at anproximatexy A5°°O'N-
: . 3 15 I:o

On return 4/10 alto cumulus and alto stratus and 6/10
. thin cirrus end °-h/10 low clouds &t the becge.:

- 11. Due to \eather cenditions the Group turned back on
orders from tie Grouy leader i 11Lis ours wo (450L5'7-13921'E)
and returned tc tie beacse. Thluvj nine (39) a/c landed between
1240 and 13524 hours.

. . 12. The route was 1lown as briefed up to the point.of return
h with the exception of chinges in ecovrsc to wvoid veatasr con-
' ditions. Track chwrte ‘bo’inb raute flown 1~ LﬂClOSGd. .

. - 13. ‘' Five (5) K-20 photographs showing-cloud conditions are
inclosed.

For the Conumending Officey: , .

TTLONICIS F. ELDER
. . ' o Mejor, AC
£ Incls: ‘ ° ' Intelligence Officer
Incl™1l - Track Chert s
Tncl 2 - Five (5) photo.aaabs




