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HEADWUARTTRS | FVB/FFR /hob
LOLTH BOYBARDMENT GROUP (H) . .
AP0 520 -8 frmy fai
219,1 . . 20 October 1944

SURJ¥CT: Narrative Mission Report

TO . Commandine General, 55th Bombardment Wing (H),
APO 520, U S Army

1. On October 20, 1944, thirty four (34) scheduled B-24 .
e/c took off at 08204 hours to bomb the Primary Tarczet desiegn-. -
ated in Operations Order No. 220. The thirty four (34) a/c
formed in three (3) sttack units, The first ettock unlt was
1ed bv Lt. Colonel Flvin T, Goodvear,. Deputy Group Commander
of the L6L4th Bombardment Group (). The second attack unit
pas led by lst Lt Richard R. Price, Flirht Leander of the 779th
Bombardment Sauadron (H) and the third attack unit was led by

1st Lt Bedford D. May, Flight Leader of the 776th Bombardment

Squadron (H).

5o 2, The Group form up was hamﬁered by wesather and the
fanct that the entire Wing was attempting to form up in the
same area. The Wing formation was not intact until the North

Adriatic was. reached. o

3, Two {(2) a/c returned .early, * B-24 a/c No 42-78.452
returned from 45036'N - 12°53'E. The pilot states that he
wes unable to catch the formation after having stalled out
due to the low indicated ailr speed (140 MPH) "of the for-

mation. ” L
B-24 a/c No [2-51856 returned from L5OL6'N - 120,0'%E

having lost No 4 engine due to the fsllure of the induction
system, - - .

‘ L. Thirty one (31) a/c wexre over Rosenheim M/Y at 1253A
hours and twenty three (23) a/¢ Rropped fifty seven.and one
half (57%) tons . of 500 pound RDX bombs (.1 nose and .0l tail
fusing) from 22,500 feet, TFour (L) a/c returned ten (10)
tons of bombs as follows: B-2L 8/c No LA4-41339 brcause bomb
bay doors would not open; B-2L4 a/c No 42-51178 (third attack
unit lesder) lost No 1 turbo and could not bomb with the for-
mation; B-24 a/c¢ No 42-51953, beosuse the box leader did not
release and also this. a/c was not eguipped with a bomb sight;
B-24 a/c No °4,2-50963, because the box leader did not release.
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Ltr Merr “fiss REot, contd

- Two
B-24 a/c
12357 hours in the tarset aren.

/e jettiscned Teabs Tor the following rensone:
o L4=-40928 accidentally rele=ced one (1) tomb et
Two and one quarter (7)

tons of bombs were jettisoned at L4OL3'W-13025'F because

select. lever could not be
bomh 1nad wes considered dancerous.

-

did not releace as the bov leader F:
Jettisoned two nnd one half

navins to fenther No 2 enrine,
(2Y) tons nt L3020'W-15020'%, .

safetied

2
LA

3}

aneg landing with the
B-24 o/c No L2-75332
led to release ang after

* One early return. jettisoned two and cne half (21)
tons of bhomhs at 450238'N-13015'1" rs 5 laadine with three

(3)

sidered inadvisahle.

enrines in the rourh air nrevalent at the tasée was con-
The other early return hrougsht tack

two and one half (2') fons of bambs to the base.

Two (2) a/c bombed targets of opnortunity:
29453 418 not relsnse on the tarset bombed by the

a/c Wo 41~

B-.24

fornation becruse the box leader did not drop, and because

No 4 engine was throwing oil end torching excessively, a

target of oprortunity at 45046'N-13900*7,
Two ané one half (2:) tons were dropred from

vwas selected.

18,000 feet at 13278 hours but the target was not hit.

Latisana, Ttaly,
~B=24

a/¢ No L4-L108L Gid not bomb the Rosenheim Ii/Y for the reason
that the bombardier a1d not realize in sufficient time that

this tarpget was to be nttacked.
Kufstein, were asttacked but micsed.

Bridees ot h7°36'N412°ll'E,

B The thirty seconé a/c 1éft the formation st 12264 i
hours and thus did not gfo over the target with the formation.
"hé disposition nf the bomb load of this a/c is not knovm.

Recapitulation of Bomb Tonnare

23 a/c of 31 a/c over the target dronped 57.5 tons

4 a/p of the a/c¢c over the target returned . 10 tons

2 a/c of the a/c over the target (jettison and 5 tons

* - accidental release) o : . - .
2 a/e dropped on- targets of opportunity . k 5 . tons
1 a/c Farly Return, jettisoned - y _ i 2.5 tons
" 1 a/c¢ Farly Return, returned to base ' " 2.5 tons
1 a/c _down at friendly field : 2.5 tons
’ ’ . oo Totel 85.0 '

The first attack unit’leadef bombed using the C-1

éutoﬁatic nilot.

the lend to C-13 just prior to the bomb run.

The second attack unit leader relinguished

This a/c toggled

on the Group Leader. The third attack unit leader did not

. a ' L -2 -
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relesse nn the tarcet for the reason #iven in paridyra’h

Mo L. TBonbins was visuel.

Bomb strike nhotos show at lenast & hits on seversl colunns
of freisht cars in the center of Rosenheim Li/Y--~edjacent to
the east end of the Rajlroad Station., Additional strikes
were. on the enst choke noint, with possidble direct hits »n

- the Reilrond Bridee. Annroximetelyv 15 other strikes were

vigihle 1500 feet northemst of the rrilreoad station i =&
mixed Incustrial and Residential Ares. Heavy cloud cover
over the Toareset Aren obhscured & mojoritvy of the imprets.

. 5 Nn flak was encountered at the tarmet.. \oéurqte, heevv

- -

Ptk v.gs observed mt 45°l€'w-12°31'“. Two (2) bursbs of
heavy fldk vere ohefrved at 45°57"W-12°20'7,

, One (1 crew Tenmorts that st 15036 - 12052'f at 13°5A
hours from 17,500 feet, two (2) smrll a/c were observed at
extreme rangse of visinn to the left of the formation travel-
ines st en estimated 600 “PH. The .two (2) unidentified a/c .
flving =abrest at the same altitude as the formation, made a
long sweeping dive and came un to the rirht of the formation
and out s prest distaence from the formation. A

6. Fifteen (15) P-38 a/c were observed at L7920 ' N~ 19015'“
“Five (5) P-38 a/c were observed at ,3056'N-14°09'% at 14044
_hours =nd two (2) P-51 a/c et L2OL5'N-1%"23'E. These :/c
were not considered to be escort for this Froup. :

7. Weather was as follows: 6/10 st:etOpumuluq &nd swell-
ing cumulus at telWe off and 8/10 from bese to const, topvs
generally 2,000 feet with scattered swelling tops to 12,000
feet. There was nlso 3/10 sltostratus at 10~12,000 roet.

3/10 to. 5/10 altostratus at 12,000 feet and 1/10
to 3/10 cumulus over Adriatic, topa 8-10 ,000 feet.

3/10 cumulus over const increvS1nr to 4/10 over
South Sloves of Alps to 8/10 over Vor h QJ.ODes. . Toprs were 10-.
13,000 Teet.

Overcast wlth cumulus at Drim?rv target and 9/10
nt alternate, tops of clouds 8-10,000 feet. Visibility was

unlimited.
: Little change on return except for improvement 1n

conditions in base area. _
2/10 cumilus; tops 8§, OOO feet at base on return.

Visibility 20-30 miles entire route. o

8, B«24 a/é No'42f51643 reported missing after being
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sot obecerved at L6O20'N=12031'7 at 122GA heurs lenvinge the
farmrntion for reosops un¥nown, is now reporteé down =2t n frisnc-
v £i=14a, ’ :

n, The Tollowine ohsServations were revorted.

e

.

e Place Alt. ' bbseert,hn - R

114,0A 460072t - 12931'E 19,000 Five (5) SFF on A/D

130224 LEC1L'N = 12057'% 18,000 Frifges ot Pinzsno asnear -
. to hnve been repcired.

10, The route was flown cenernlly cs briafed with minor
changres due to werther encountered along the route. ‘the
drcision to bomb the Tosenheln. M/Y wuns made when the ares
in the ricinity of the IP for tno primarv tsarget waes totolly
oshseured bv 10/10- cloud coverage. A rieht. turn was evccuted
to nick up the IP for the ‘Rosanhein /Y, but as this was
impossible aue to cloud coversare, the lead Havisator, orient-
ins his nqeition im. relation to Lake Chien took un o hending
of 300 QPFTFFn to the tarrcet. . On the return thr formation Tlew
a direect course Trom X.P. to bnqe. Track chart showings route

flown»mttaqhed. _ .

11. Thirtv one (21) a/c le nded Pt this bese bebtween 15154
Hours and 15454 hours.

12.  Three (3) a/c nttemrted photozraphs. Selscted print
incloged. .

Tor the Commanding Officer: ’ _ "

. T FRANCIS 7 inLDER ) vt
. o tlajor, aid Corps ‘ .
2 Incls: ' ‘ Intelligence Officer
Tnel 1 -~ Trnck Chart A »
Inecl 2 - Selected nhotowraph




