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l. <. 13 O' aher 1944 furty flye.(k5) of Torty nine (49)
B-24 scheduled a/c took off ut 06 =5, hours to bomdb Blechhammer
South 0il Refinery, uerauany. oA

- o Fouyr (4) a/c failad to take olf:

4L/C Noe 41-29441 Turbo “out

A/C No 4(2-51514 ucavenvera%umps on #2 engine out.

A/C No 42-5250l Heaters, #l generator, and auxiliary
power unit out. .

A/C No 42-52522 #1 Lnduct1on system, . 53 prop governor
out. 0il leak in #l1 engine.

o - ” The forty five (45) a/c Tormed ;nto two uroups. Able
' Group of 23 a/c being led by dajor William 3. Reddell, Cormanding
F : Officer of ths 776th Bomb = Tdacnt Sgusdroa (1), and Bolker wroup

of 22 &/c by lajor Jobz W. uice, Assifstunt }TOQJ D wrations
Ofifcer,

2. Group form up, two Group and Wlng rendevvou were
made as glgnuuu without lﬂCLQ TORIN
3,,‘,,, i;“. (C) 1S (' \ « urined *)...I'.L].-'tb
. Q} o )
0 b= BLERb- b s o Delors absembly,
: _ landing at 10184 hours, due to
R ' s : leek in hydraulic sy stem which
e o ‘ ' J © prevented landing gear from
' ‘rutractlrb. /11l vorhe returned.
(b) a/c No 44-18610-Turucd boeil vl 0910, Lonrs at
o . T (4490015-16%10 ') Ccuo to #2
- Pr0p goveraur becuning laoper-.
“ative. ~ 4ALL Lo Ds returned to
base. Lended at 1042A hours.
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(c) &/ Ty L1-.22,.-Turned taeck et 09524 hours at
(45935'N-16953'E) dus to losse
of #L turbo. °All bombs. returned
. ‘ to base. Landed =t 11374 hours.
(a) a/c No 42-95364-Turned back at 0958A hours &t
¢ (46°32'N-17°922'E) witk three (3)
-superchargers inoperative. JLended
at 11474 rours. Keturned all
bombs to base.
(e) ‘&/c Wo Lz-25514-Turnsd bucic et 10114 hours at
: - (46°47'-17°4,0'E) because of loss
of #3 turbo. - - :
(£) a/c No L2-78431-Turned baciz «t 09584 hours at
~ (45950'N-16C50'E) because of loss
of #2 turbo. Turbo coulé not be
repaired in the air. Lended at
11494 hours. This a/c¢ returned
eight (8) bombs to base,. end
?ettisoned two (2)-borbs at
L20201'1i-16°05'E) at 1115A hours
over the Adriatic.

L.  Tuirty eight (33) a/c were over the target at 11204 . ¢
hours (briefed target time 11234 hours) aud thirty five (35)
a/c droppeé eighty wveven :nd orme :oXi (873) tons of 500 pound
RDX borbs (.1 nose cid® . 0L - 025 teil fusings) from 22,950
feet._ : N . ] ’ .

One a/c drovped two and one half (23) tonms .of 500
pound RDX bombs (.1 nose and .01 &nd .025 tail fusings) on :
the second alternate target, the Ersskujver MY at 11014 .-hours
from 20,000 feet. This a/c returned to base after. takeoff with
#1, engine out, and just beforé. laanding succecded in getting the

~ engine in operation agcin. Eeing unable to cvertuke the Group

— formeation, the pilot followed .avllier Wing urtll arriving in the
_viecinity of this clternazte turest. Thiz o ¢ die et keve a |
‘cemera, but tle crew stoted vlodb tlelr Lebe LIt on tre rail-
roed tracks in the V/Y. : '

Four (L) :.'¢c Jetticcued eight.(s) tons of.bémbs:

a/c No 42-78671-Tettisored two and dne half (23)
S tons at 1141A hours at (48°900'N-
18020'E) us bombs would not rklease
due to bousb Dbey cocrt would net. -
: oren. .. : , ;
w/c No L2-519583-Tetticoued Lo wad one Lélf (23)
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tons in the vicinity of (50°06'N-
18935'%) at 1128A hours due to a
shelles cese lodging in the bombt bay
doors causing ‘the breaxare of several
rollers making it impossible to omnen
the bomb bay doors. It was necessary
to hold doors dpen'whilgvreleesing,the
bombs one by one..
a/c No. 42-51389-Jettisoned two and one helf (2%). tons
_ starting at 1120A hours until 1208A
- ' . hours from (50006'N-18°35'E) continuing
. » to (48°10'N-18°00'F¥), due to rack
switch being frozen., The bombs were
° released by-hand one at a time.
a/c No 4,2-78431-Tettisoned one half (%) ton, sze Dara-
oraph No. 3 (f) for deteils. - A

Six (6) a/ec returned fourteen end one half (143}) tnns of
bombs to hase for reasons outllned in paragranh No. 3.

Recapitulation of Bombs

-Primary Target e . 87.5 tons
2nd Alternate Target . 2.5 tons
.Jettisoned 8.0 tons
Returned to Base S 1L.5 tons -
Total. : -112.5 tons . ’

Bombing was visual by Able Groub. "Baker Group was by,
- offset, with PFF being used solely to 500 dropping angle, after
- which PFF was ueed‘for course end offset method for rate.

Target visibility was obscured by an effective smoke screen,
with smoke generators observed on the North West, Narth and South . /
East of the target area. Smoke generators had apparently been in -
operation for some time, as the target area was well covered with
"smoke from the generators, .Ground wind was from the South Edst.
.Inclosed strike photograph shows. the location of a number of smoke

generators. ¥

. .. Bombd strike vhotos show the north half of Blechhammer '
South refinery almost completely obscured by the smoke screen and
by heavy smoke from earlier bombing. Approximately two dozen hits
are visible (at the edge of the smoke covered area¥ ‘between the
northwest corner of the refinery and the railroad. Twenty additional
" ‘'strikes are 2,000 feet southwest of the briefed MPI, in the géneral
. aresa--of the distillation units. The heart of the refinery and the
briefed MPI are obscured by a column of heavy black smoke. "Probable
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numerous additional hits are in the central and northeastern
sgetions of the target ares.

5. -The leader of Able Group used the C-1 automatic vllot
on the bomb run, but the leader of Bgker Group did not as the
C-1 was inoperptive. -

.o 6. TFlak at the target was IAH for,& period of 5/6 min-
utes. Flak wes encountered or observed °t the following loc-
atlions: -

Mor Ostrava (14,9050 N-180181E) ITH
Dunsalnas (5744 'N-18015'E) . SI toMAH
Komaron ’ (47046t N=-18C08'%) S toMAH
Veszprem (L7°06'N-17°54"'E) SAH
— Gvor ’ (L794L2'N-1 7039'F) . MAH
Mezoore (L7°35'N-17055'E) - STH

. Bodajk ' (u7020 N-18012'FE) STH.

7. Rende;?bus was made with 45/50 P-38 a/c at 0905A
hours st (43938'N-159LL'E) and with 25/30 P-51 a/c at lllSA
~hours at the target area. Lagt escort vas. observed at 1330A -
hours at . the Yugoslavian Coast.=

8., Scattered altostratus and c’tratocumuil.us at take off.
V151bilitv 20 miles. )

Over Adriatic 2/10 to 3/10 cirrus, base 25,000 feet
and 2/10 to 3/10 stratocumulus, tops 5,000 feet.

- 4L/10 to 5/10 cirrostratus over Dinarics and” 2/lO to
3/10 stratocumulus.

- i

Beyond Dinarics to target. cirrostratus varied from = “f f;_g;
a/lo to 7/10 at 23-25,000 feet. Below plane was L/10: to. 6/10 S
altocumulus, tops. 10- 12 000 feete »

At tdrget, scattered cirrus and clear below planes.
L/10 to 5/10 altocumulus to south. Visibility was 15-20 miles
in haze.: -

n

Peturning conditions were simular, 2/10 to 3/10 alto— . 5- i
stratus end 2/10 cumulus at base on return. e T

Frontal clouds were observed to west of course both .

Visibility was 20 miles to unlimited.
.1" A‘7 .
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(3) e/c are missine.
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9.

Two (

Oone (1) &/c was lost at the target
2) a/¢ landed at friendly

contd ’

to flak and three
Tieids.

a/c No L4-L1043 was lost to flak over the tereet, -
with 6/10 chutes seen to open. - h o

a/c No L2-78415 missing, last sean at (L9OL3'N-

17025'%) with #1 engine feathered at 110LA hours.

a/e No
target
losing
a/c No
terget
a/c No
a/c No

L2-51840 nissing,
at 11224 hours,
altitude.
L2-78L3L missing,
at 1121A hours with apparent difficult control.
L2-50500 landed at Vis.

hh-thlB landed at Iesi.

last secn on rallv off the
drovnpings out of formsation and

last seen wobhling over the

Two (2) crew Ynemherq sufiered minor flak vounds.

Fourteen (14) a/c were damaged, five (5) of which will
be inoperative fér more than twenty four (24) hours.,

(L1°a3'N 1602 S'E)

10. The following observations
- members:
Time Place Altitude
1030 (L794L5™N-17055'E) 23,000
1258 (45953'N-17°02'¥) 15,000 .
1220 (47040'N-18020'FE) 18,000
1010 (46°38'N- 17030'£) 16,000
1221 (Komaron) 17,00%
1016 (47°903'N-17°34'%) 22,100
1154 (48953'N-1801L4'E) 19,000
1127 (50°06'N-18°35'E) 20,000
1101 (49057'3 17926'%) 24,000
1229 Papa -~ 18,000
1227 (u7°09 N- 18009 E)~ 18,000
1318 (auoss'n - 16025 B) 1k, 5005

were made by returning crew

. Observations

100 barges on Danube,

B-24 or B-17 a/c.in open field.
Very effective smoke screen. ’
Twelve (12) S/E on airdrome.

30/50 Barges and twelve (12) oil
tanks.

Camouflaged A/D with six (6)

large hangars in groups of two (?)
Two (2) a/c parked.

Thirty (30) long white buildlngs. .
Ten (10) in each group. .
M/Y with well over: 500 wagons, . .
Lots of esctivity. ‘ -
M/Y with ever 500 wagons.
A/D*under construction, - ’
A/D with six (6é) new hangars and
16 S/E. 'A/C dispersed near a

wooded area in center of field.
Three (3) separate fires and
smoke fa&lowing an explosion on

a wooded hill,

- A large explosion in the water of







