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HEADGUARTE: RE LVA/ bn/rﬂm
LELTH BOMBIREMENT GHOUP (i) '
Office of the Intellirence Officer
AP0 520 RIS Army

319.1 . 21, September 194
SUBJTCT: Narrative Mission Report | o

TO : Commanding General, 55th Bombnrdment Ving ()
AT07520, U & Army

1. On 2) September lﬁhu twenty six (26) of twenty eirht (28)
escheduled B-2/ q/c and three 13 snares took off at 09354 hours to
bomb Submarine based in Scaramanga Harbor end Scarsmanga Harbor
Installations in Greece. The twenty nine a/c formed in two attack
units. "The rst-attack unit was led by Colonel 4. L. Schroeder, ,
Commanding. Orficer of the L464th Bombardment Group (H), snd the °econd
atteck unit was led by Mejor James H. Gilson, Commanding Officer of
the 779nn Bombardment qquadron (i)

.+ Two (2) scheduled a/c friled to take off for the folloving
reasons: B-24 a/c No 42-52537 would not pull more than 2500 RPM's
and L4 inches on No 4 engine. B=2i a/c No 42052514 hed a complete
electrical system failure.

- & 2. The Group farm up and line rendezvous.were executed in =
Satisfactory manner. The L64th Bombardment Group (H) passed over
Spineszzola three (3) minutes earlv, gt 104L2A hourq in order to avoid
clouds. - -7 :

. 3. B-24 a/c No 42-7851L feathered a rTun awny prop and being un-
able to keep formation position returned from (39927'N - 21002'% §
landing at 14004 hours. )

L. Twenty eight (28) a/c were. over the target at 1303A hours
and twenty three (23) a/c dropped fifty seven and one half (57 &) .
tons of 500 pound RDX bombs (.1 nose and .0l tail fusing) from 23,000

feet.

: Five (5) a/c failed to release on the target. Dog Box
lender had a rack malfunction and bombs would mot release by sight or
toggle switch., Three (3) other a/c in Dog Box did not release" for
the reason that the box leader d4id not drop. One (1) a/c¢ did not
release when the intervalometer failed to function. These five (5)

. a/e returned twelve and one half (124) tons of bombs to base.
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Ltr Nzrr Miss Rpt cont'd
' Recenitulation of Bombs
?3 a/e dropned on tarset 57% tone
ﬁ p/o returned to bnse 15 tons N
; a/c no take off 5 tons
' k Total 77% tons

) Bombh gtrike photosraphs show direct hits cn the nain Je tfy,'
senplene hangars, workshon, slinways &nd on the larse unicdentified

buildine adjacent to the enst side of the hansars. In the harbor

there were probable direct hits on a 210 - foot cubmerine adjacent to

the jetty, and on three. morchqnt vecaels merssuring 380, 200, and 170

feet. ' There were slso two near misses on the derelict merchant ves- o
cel snd one near miss on a 280 feet MV, At least six additional :
smell boste were destroved. Two hits were in the work ceamp @res. -
Numerous hits blanketed the south edres of the hengars.  Several
strikes covered shoreline installsations as fur ne 600 feet on either
"side of the main jettv. One neer miss was adjrcent to tiie probable
power house. Apovroximatelv 36 bombs fell short of the tarret, at ‘
distances Tansing from 4000 feet to one and on~ guarter miles. ’ 5

5, The Group Leader used C- l automﬂtac anot.' Theb;econd
attack unlt lerder started on the bomb run usine the C-1 automatic:
pilot but flnlshed on PDI because of the amount of correctlon neces-<"

QQrv.

6. Flak at the tarret was reported SIH to MIH. At (39038'N -
20°501%) SI3 flek was observed. -

, 7. Tvio (2) FW 190 a/c were obsarved st (38°12'N - 23°30'%) at
1300A hours flving at 9000 feet =nd in the ovposite direction from -
~thet of the formation which wes at 23,000 feet. Six (6) ME=109 =a/c’
were observed first at (39°10'N - 21 O'n) at 1LO00A hours flying
perallel to the formation and et the’ formations eltitude of 15,000
feet. The e/s laft the formation at (39°hO'N - 20002'n) at luZSA hours
having made no effort to attack.

Qo

- N 8. No friendly escort wWo s observed

9. There was 2/10 cirrus and 2/10 to 3/10 cumulus with topq at
8000 feet Trom the. bsse to the coast.

T - 2/10 over the Adrlatwc and Streit of Otrento. Over the

h Grecian Mountains 3/10 to 4/10 cumulus with tops at 10, OOO to 12,000
-Teet.

Lo

l/loncumulus in the terpet area with visibility unllmlbed.

On return little change excent increase in cumulus over-
2 .vSouthern Italy to 5/10.

e
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Ltr NMerr Miss Ppt, cont'A

At the bese on rotura L/10 cu'r'ulus, brees nt 3000 teet,
-tops 6000 feet with °PaT*rrrﬂ altocumulus -t 10 000 feet.

; : Vieibility over the entire routc'QO to 20 mil=r,
10. -The fn1]o.11ﬂ ohrervations were renoried:
. TTHAY PL/CE ALT. OBSiﬁVLQIONS
1255 (3s°07'0 - 23°h7'3) 22,000 Smnke screen over L/D. ’
1303 Scearsmanez Harbor 22,400 One (1) lar~e 2nd six. (&) to
- . eirht (8) mecdium =nd Tifteen
- , : " ' (15) =mall M/Vs anchored.
1206  (38°4'N - 23933'%) 22,000 €ix (6) .4 enrine 2/c on A/D,
1332 (38°20'W - 21°,7'F) 16,700 Two (2) lerze boots on 45°
heﬁdinff.
11. Twentv eirht (28) a/c lrnded ot this brre betwaen 15404 )
hours ﬂnﬂ 16024 ‘hours,
12. FRoute was flown as briefed. Treck chert showing route
flown enclosed. '
13. fix (6) a/c sttemnted »hotogrsphs. Eelected print en-
closed,. _ .
For the Commsnding Officer:
| FRANCIS F. RLDEH e
Major, Air Corps
Intelligence OfTicer .
2 Incls: | !
Incl 1 - Track Chert i
| Incl 2 - Selected Print. _ i
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