o CTHIS PAGH IS UNTLASSTFE LY

R R

R T 4

- B AT TR 0L/ b: /hob
LELTH BOMBARTHENIG GROTY (i)
ATO L R2D S Lhrmv

2192.1 _ . , 22 Fzmeatemter 1844

FURSYOT: Marrative "Miscion Report

Te. : Commenédine Cenernl, 55th Pomhardment Vine (i),
APQ R20 0 TT O frmy .. .
1.. O 27 Sentembar 104L, twentv-sirht (29) B-2L n/c
nine thren (J) anare D=7 f/o took ~P7 ¢t 07554 houxs to bomb
Ohe velrvenTeld RV Buildiness nt Munich, Gerannyv.

The thirtv-ene (31) a/c formed into tvwo (2) -~tteck
units, the first atteck vnit beins 1eod by Lt. Colonel *lvin ¥. - -
Goodwveny, Penvty CGroun Commender, and the =Pcond by 1t Lt.
Chnrles T Towler, Flicht Loaﬂer of the 778thH Bombardment .
Saundron (7)., : .
2. Grofin form un and wine rendesvous vere mnede as briefed
without incident. : ’

3. One (1) ssvore rnd three (3) other r/c returned ear’v.
(a) A/C No. L2-50962 n gvrere n/c turned back at .
LICLOTN=1A020'T nt. 09424 hours due to loss of {1

" engine-jettisoned bombs st thBO'N-16°20'E,

(r) A/C No. L2-9536), turned back ot LHO30'N-120,0'FE .
at. 11054 hours dueto oil pressure - on I, engine
‘Arorming to thirty-five (35) pounds and vror .-ron un
to 2700, Coulé@ not hold altitude viithout using

’ xcessive power.. Jettisoned bombs at 11204 hours =zt

LhOAS'N-l°°l 'T . : o

(e) - r/C No. 42-7L618 turned back at 410 5¢N-16C20'E 4
at 09L3AL hours because intervalometer burned out
after tekeoff could not toggle or release, was teold
to return bV Croumn Leader.

(a) &a/C No. L2=-52522 turned back Ht 1050A hours nt
- - LLPLOTN=-1L4O00'F dueto losing /3 engine. ? This
engine developed an oil leak and oil pressure went
down to seventy-five (75) pounds. and was smoking
o heavily necessiteting festhering the pror.

*Twenty-seven (27) &a/c were over the tmrgeﬁ at 12454 .
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nours (hPriefed trrret time 172 hours) sn twentv-rCive (25)
~/n Arormed sivtv-tvo mnd one hnlt {(671) tons of 590 ~ound
FTY hombe (.1 nese ané .01 tail Tusing) from 23,400 fret.

Two (2) /¢ (enrlv returns) jettisannd "ive (5) tone
nf bomhe for reagons cutlined in nrroeranh No. 3 {u) 8

Four a/c returned ten (1C) tons of bmﬂh° tn hnee;
twn (2) earlr retnrn” rroueht heaek five (5) tons for rersons
‘ontlined in poracrcorh ¥o. 2 (c¢) and (&), one (1) a/c returned
two nnd one half (2%) tenz Teesuse honh bhny doors vould not
onen, and one (1) s/e returned two and one huolf (#%) tons
Ave to intervelometer melfunction. )

Beernitulation of Pombs

25 /e drovned on toreet 62Y tons
2 a/c jettisoned 5 tnns
L a/c returneé to Base 10 tons

31 a/c accounted Tor 777 tons

Bombins was by ' .F.F. due to hrze, smoke screen and
8/10 clnuo cover over the tarret.

Bomb strike rhotes show no vigible hite on the nr1m1rv

tarFet, which is almos i comhletelv cloud obscured.

Very numerous hits are on the Munich/0Oberviiesenfelé Airdrome:

odg half mile west of the briefed MPI. A majority of the bombs
dropved blsnket the landing area Troém the northeast to the south-
viest corner. There were near misses on the hangsrs &t the north-
erat, west, andsovthwest edres of the field. Cloud cover nrevents
1f°e%°ant of rossibvle sdditional hits on the powar'plant locuated .
_off" the sonthwest corner nfthe a1rdrome. : -

5. The Crour Leader used C-1 antomatic pilot. The? leader
of the second atteck unit dié not use the C-1 as it wes Inoperat-
ive. : :

6. TFlak at the target was reportcd from M to IAH., CSone
crewg renortine M to IIH depending on their position in the form-
‘ation. Black, red and white bursts were observed. Time in flsk
was from four (4) to five (5) minutes. B : -

‘Rlek was observed nt the followina locations

- L50LON-120154% ' . . SH
Berchtesgeaden . SH ‘
S : - Also smoke screen
Traunstein ‘ . SH .. °

_AlBo smoke screen,
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Trevico “H
The wing formation nafeed over Tlck mositien ot
(55722 N-12%,+F) on the Coast of Italy without Ereving any

fire from the defanse ot that voint. °
) ~

7. Pendezvous vas made with thirtv-tvo (32) ©=238 a/c at
10304 haurs et (LL01N'M=1L000'T) ‘end with fifteen (15) P=-51 a/c
et 10224 ownrs ot (hﬁOBO'N-12°u0'F). The P-38 a/¢ were from the
Firet Fi~hter Croun sni the P=51 a/c from the 332nd and 52nd
7ichter Grouns. The P-38 a/c vere lost observed =t 13582 rours
~t, {LLOLOTN-130201F), The P-£l a/c were last ohserved st 13554

hours st (LLO0R5'N-13038'T),

: &, Vieather nt base on tekeoff ﬁas L/10 altocimulus, hase
15,000 feet with straoto cumulus, touns 8,000 Teet., Visiltility
15 miles. - . '

Over Adriztic 2/10 eirrus ot 25,700 fTeet andk/10 to
6/10 strato cumulus, tors 10-12,000 feet.

2/10 cirrus snd 3/10 to 10/10 altocumulus over Alps,
tovs to 18,000 Tfeet.

Over tareet &/10 altocurmlus, tons 14-16,000 feet.:
Visihility 15 miles In heze. .

On return, similer conaditions - genef@l decrease of strato
cumulus over south Adrictilc. '

€0 nltocumnlus, tons 13,000 feet _on retnrn to bdsev
and 3/10 cumulus, tovns 6,000 feet. Visibility veried from 15

miles to vnlimited. - . ,

0. A/C No. L2-5355 landed safely at Pescera with one
ensine ont, ‘

Fisht (8) a/c were damrped, one (1) 'of which will be

inoverative for more than twenty-four (24) hours. ..

1. The following observetions were made by returning crew
members: ‘
Time Plec '.. (Altituée . Observation

12OQ (47053!N;12°50'E)' 23,000 Smoke screen with.BO/SO‘generatgré.

1315  (41037'N-15045'E) . 5,500 B-24 a/c lended in friendly
L o - -territory in a field. .
, . territ ,

. _" . R CEPERNE S
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1116 (45930'N-12042'F) 21,000 Larre transport vessel apnroX- - :
: imetely 12,000 tons, two (2) stacke
headrd Fast, three miles from shore-
vessel rainted white

ST NRET

12n7 (47053t'N-12038'¥F) .?3,000 Very effective smoke screen-cen-
- Traunstion eratore on N-NV -and W of City- cver
: - . ' fifty (50) generators.

1330 (46°05'N-130141F) 19,200 Five (5) landing prounds under
o construction in the Udine area. -

1211 Salshure o 23,200 Smoke screen over city.
1253 Rosenheim © 23,300 M/Y - 00 Yagons.

2130 (L5957'N-12050'%) 23,000 Thirty-five (35) hengar type
. ' puildings which looked new at East
end of A/D located one (1) mile
Fast of Cersara. ' .

U . 1100 (45°04'N-13°33'E) 19,000 Eleven (11) frelehters.
. 1330 (2,5057'N-12050'F) 18,000 M/Y - Full of wagons.

. 11. Route was flown as briefed. Track Chart showing route
flown inclosed. o . S

12, Twenty-six (26) a/c landed at this base between 15224 and ™
1550A hours. = = ~ ' - : - -

. 13, Seven (7) a/c sttempted vhotogravhs. Selected print
-inclosed. _ . o ' )

. ' 14 A B-17.a/6 joined the formation after the target and
returned to the Spur of ‘Italy when last' seen. Crews described
. the a/c as having a blapk Y on a whitg-backgroun&.. -

15. A smcke screen _was reported by crew;rat the target,
.which combined with haze and cloud coverage made visibility on |
the approsch difficult. Generators were reported both East and
West of tasrget area. Photographs, however, 4o not show sny

- generators in operetion. . ' A
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’ Tor the Commandinp Officer: : A . ]
FRANCIS F. FLDER
Major, AC
Intelligence Officer
2 Incl
Incl l - mrack Chﬁrt i ¢
Tnel 2 - Selected Print .
\ -
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