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HIADGUARITFLS *¥T/hob
L6LTH BOMBAETMENT GROUY (H)
APO 520 U S Aray ...
319.1 ' ’ - 20 Sentember 19414

SURTACT: Narrative Mission Report

T0 " : Commanding Ceneral,. 55th Bombardment Wing (#€),
APO 520, U & Army

1. On 20 feptember 1944, -t O725A hours, twenty eight (28)
scheduled B-24 a/c and three svare B-2) a/c took off to bomb the
Marshalline Yard =t Heatvan, Hunesry (primary terget). The thirty
one (31) a/c formed two (2} attack units the first unit led by
Major Williem H. Reddell, Squadron Commander, 776th Bombardment
‘Squadron (H) and the second unit by Captain Albert E. Stoll Jr.,
Overations Officer, 777th Bombardment Squadron (H).

2. GCroup assembly and Ving rendezvous were accomplished .
as ordersd and without incident. .

3, Two (2) e&/c¢ returned early. g?

A/C No, L2-52537 returned from (4302517-160001E) nfter
‘develoning a gas leak in manifold to hester line. :

: . A/C No. L2-5250L returned from (46045t'N-18055t'7) with
an o0il lesk end cracked cylinder in No. 4 engine,

L. Twenty nine (29) a/c were over the target at 11,484 hours

(briefed tareet time 12002 hours) ond twenty seven (27) a/c drooped

sixty six snd three quarters (66.75) tons of bombs. . Fifteen (15)
a/¢ _dronrad thirty 'seven (37) tons of five hundred (500) pound RDX
bambs - (.1 nose .01 teil fusing) cnd. twelve a/c droppedtwenty nine
snfl three_ouarters (29.75) tons of M-17 Incendiaries. Bombing was

“visual from 13,000 feet amd target visibility was excellent.

Five (5) a/c¢ returned ten and one quarters (10.25) tons -
of .M=-17 incendiaries to the base. Two (2) a/c returning early
returned two and one half (2.50) tons each and two (2) a/c which
were over the target returned 'two and one half (2.50) tons due
to rack malfunction preventing the Dog Box leader from dropping
and leader of the second element .in Dog Box fdid.not dron because
the leader aid not.- One (1) a/c returned one quarter (.25) toh
due to rack malfunction. Two (2) a/c¢ jettisoned a total of one
helf (.50) tonof five hundred (500) pound RDX bombs due to rack
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Ltr Marr “esion Tnt, contd
malfunct: one.  Nne (1) bowb rt (52°40'N-17°40'%) ~nd oné (1)
bemb ~t (41030 TML1EC1NT), : : o
Lecnpitulstion of Ecmb Tonnrore

Tronned on trreet (ELX) 37,00 tons

Trouned on trreet (u-17) L 20,78 %

Teturned te base (rrX) nO .00 *

Feturned to brre (¥i~17) ir.eE T

Jettiesomed (vIX Y RCIN

Jetticoned (2-17) . 20.0C

T Totsl ) 778N tons

Pomb strikeahhotorrmnha shovw n hesvy concentrstion ~F
ineendisry bomb strikes mmning éovm the mershalling yard from the
northeast choke voint, in the yard 2000 feet southvest of the’
hriefed WPI. These strikeg nre best ghovn on an oblicue nhoto taien
nfter the Tormstion passed over the torret. Incendiery tombhs were
Adispersed over Tifteen solid colurns of Freight cors in the yard.

~ Mumerous 507 opound homb strikes were emong railroad tracks in the
@ o marshalline verd located 3000 Teet north of the briefec $SPT.
£, (-1 Automestic Pilot wes userd by the lesder of the Tirst
o attack unit, The second ett:ck unit leader used "TT on the bombing
run as the C-1 Mitometic Pilot was errsztic, :

é. Tirhter escort was Tirst obgerved at 1lL1A hours et (47°
L8'N-19C45'F) ané remsined in the vicinity of-the formstion until
resching the Yuproslavien Coast on return at 13414 houq;. A Ffew
P.3¢ a/c were sighted first snd sracdually increased in numbers until - R
a totsl of thirty {(3C) to forty (40) were in the rrea. MNarkings
reported indiceste a/c were from the 1lst and 1l4th Fighter Groups.
P-51 a/c totaling eight (8) were from the 52nd Fithter Groun.

7. '8/10 altostratus and altocumvlus at taske off, base 13-

. 1,000 feet rnd 5/10 cirrus hase 20000 feet,. cloud cov-r continuing
over route to Dinarice, ' . s *
Over Dinarics 8/10 cirrostratus, base 18-20000 feet with
‘ stratus in velleys. : . o : ' - .
\;~ Cenerally clenf from Dinarics to target.

. Clear'ﬁt.targetﬂ'visibility 30 miles.. .

On return, 2/10 cumulus over Dinarics end. 6/10° cirrostratus,
little chrnice over Adrietic, et base 8/10 altostrztus, base 13000
‘feet with 3/10 to 4/10 stratocumulus at 6000 feet. Visibillty 20
miles to unlimited for route.. .. ..~ - .. LR .
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Ltr Narr Missinon Rpt, cont'd

8. The followine observations of importance were renorted.

TTLE. "PLACE : ' ALT. OB RVATIONS
10094  Prijedor 14,600 /Y 400/500 wagons

10564 (L6°937'0-18052'7) 14,000 Five (5) float type planes.
_ Descrintion indicates Fi'=189
converted. Seven (7) tenkers
in Danube,

11104 (L6955t1-19°10'7) 13,000 A/D runvay beins lencthened.
Kecsemet . )
11204 (h7°50'N—20°25'?) ) 13,000 Tifty (50) bharrack tyoe
' buildines. .
1136A (47052'H-20013' % 13,400 M/Y 600 warons T
-Virpelet '

Considerable traffic in Hunenry on east-west railroads. No.

.ac%tvitv'on north-south lines. JIn Yuroslavia a concentration of.

approximately five hundred (500) wagons was reported on the tracks
between Novska (L5916'N-179Nn0'F), Rujic (1,5018'N~-170C7'%) and
Okwosni (L5016'N-17013'%). The M/Y 2t Novska comnletely filled.

9. Twenty. nine (29) a/c landed a2t this base on return
b-tween 1439A snd 1505A hours. Lo

1n. Route was~floﬁn as briefed.. Track chart of route as
flown attached. o '

11. Firsht (8) a/e attempted photoeravhs. Selected strike
photorsranh 2tteched. - ' -

For the Commanding Officer:

-
FRANCIS F. ELDER

, ' Major, AC )

2 Incls: ‘ Intellicence. Officer

Inel 1 - Treck Chart . °© Co

Inecl 2 - Selected Strike Photosrap
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