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L6LTH BOMBAKIMENT GROUF (H) .
APO 520 U S Army

319.1 18 September 1944

SUBF*CT: Narretive Mission EKevnort

Commending Officer, 55th Bombmrdment Wing (H),

70
APO 520, U S Army

-1, On 18 Sentember 1944 at 0630A hours, twentv eight (28)
scheduled B-24 tvpe a/c and three (3) spare B-2L &a/c took off to
bomb the Szob Reilroad Bridee in Hungary. The thirty one (31) a/c
formed in two (2) sttack units, the first unit being led by
Colonel A.L. Schroeder, Groun Commander, snd the second unit
being led bv Captain Rohert H. Fowler, Assistant Operations

.

“Officer of the 779th Bombardment Squadron (H).

2. The Group form up was hampered by low clouds in the _
form un area., The Croun Leader circled the fielé three (3) times.
st 2500 feet, then proceeded to a point three (3) miles.fouth of
Spinazzols, then climbed to 4000 feet hLetween Spinazzole and a
point Tive (5) miles Southeesst of Andria. -4 turn was executed
and the Group formation crossed Svinazzola at L4000 feet”at the
rendezvous time. The two (2) Group rendezvous was not sccomplish-

ed as prescribed. The L464th Bombardment Group (H) ascumed the

Wine lead at 45°09'N-17901'F,
3, Thirtv one (31) a/c were over the target at 1116A hours
and twenty nine (29) =/c

dronned sixty three (63) tons of 1000 pound bombs and 2000 pound ‘
RDX bombs (.1 nose and non-delay tail fusing) from ls,ooorfeet./ of

" the twenty nine (29) a/c dropping on the target, sixteen (16) a/c

dropped thirty seven (37) tons of 1000 pound bombs and thirteen
Three

"(13) a/c dropped twenty six (26) tons of 2000 pound bombs..

(3) of the a/c carrying 1000 pound bombs returned.a part of their -

bomb load as follows:

a. One (l)'ajc

returnéd one (1) ton off bombs to base

et .

when the left front racks failed to release.’ | C
Y.  One (1) a/c returned one half (}) ton of bombs to the

base when the bomb falled to release..
fell, together
lended. |

This bomb came free .and
with the bomb bay door on the runway es this a/c
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¢c. One a/c returned one and one half (%) tons of
bombs which feiled to relerse btecause the intervalometer stuck.

d. Two (2) e/c carrving 2000 nound bombs returned four
() tons of bombs as follows: One e/c did¢ not release for the
rercon that the select bar was not in all the way. One a/c feiled
to relerse due to a rack melfunction. '

Recapituletion of Bomb Tonnsge
"10C0 Pound Bombs

Drovned on terget 37 tons
Peturned to Bsse _ - 3
2000 Pound Bombs
Dropped on terget 26 tons
Returned to Base . L :
o Total . 70 Tons

Romb strike photoeraphs show-two direct hits nnd several
near misses on the Szob Railway Bridge. The hits were on the - . ,
Tastern -asnd on the Western spans of the bridege. There were two . R
hits on the tracks apnrosching the bridge from the West and seven =
hits on_the tracks Fast of the bridge. . Two other hits were on the
highwa: 00 feet Northeast of the bridge end a few strikes were
among installetions of the surface nine sdjacent to the East end
of the bridge. e ' S :

4. The C-1 esutometic pilot was used by the first attack
unit leader. The second attack nnit leader used PDI as the turn
control of the C-1 automatic pilot was erratic. :

5. No flak was encountered either atythe tnrget or eﬁroute.
Flak from the Budapest arem was observed at a distance.

6. TPighter escort consisting of fifty (50) P-38 a/c and :
twenty (20) P-51 a/c was first observed at 0834A hours at (4L30L4'N
16010'F) st which time the P-51 a/c pessed the formation., P-38 :
a/e¢ sighted ot (u3°2h'N-16°19'F) at 08344 hours. The P-38-escort
- wna from the 1l4th Fighter Group and the P-51 escort was from the
325th Fighter Group. The escort wss last reported at {46945 N~
18955'®) at 1157A hours. ¢ I

7. Weather st take off, 7/10 multilayer stratus and strato-
cumulus. clouds with tops at 9000 feet and scattered showers from
base to coast. Over the Adriestic 6/10 to 8/10 stratocumulus
- 12,000 feet. ... . : s R A

e Over the Dinaric Alps 3/10 stratocumulus, tops 18,000
feet and generally cleer from Alps to the target. v )
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There was 1/10 to 2/10 altocumulus nt the tnrret with
tons =t 16,000 feet and with visibility eirhteen (18) miles.

On the return similar conditions were encountered excent

thet thé clouds over the Adriatic had diminished to 3/10 to 4/10,

tons =t 8000 feet:; 7/10 stratocumulus and cumulus ovsr the Spur
with tops up to 6000 feet. : o

. %%t the bnse, 3/1O to L/10 cﬁmulus. Vieinility cenerally
15 to 27 miles im haze occassionelly reaching 25 miles.

8. The fTollowine observations were reported:
Time " Place "~ At - . Observations
0925A hours L5919 N-1£050tT 17,000 M/Y with 40O to 500 units

10254 hours L6C55'W-19941'F 18,000 A/D 6 to 8 a/c dispersed
SKeeskemet). : ’ )
1036A hours A7°L7'N=19956*3 18,000 M/Y with 500 units

11264 hours 47940'N-19941'F 18,000 M/Y with LOO to 500 units
: i ]

9. Thirty one (31) a/c landed between 140LA hours and 14304
hours. : ' , )

19, - The route was not flown as briefed becsuse of weather
in the locsl area, as described in paragraph number 2. From
Spinazzola to Island of Lagosta, to Vis, to K.P., to (43955'N-
1609251'%) to (LLOLB'N-16C56'F) to (45019'N-17906'%) thence as
briefed But generally sbout ‘three (3) miles right of course. -

11. .Fisht (8) a/c attempted rhotogranhs. Selected Striké‘

" vphotograph attached.

For the Commanding ‘Officer:

FRANCIS F. BLDER
. . Major, AC - .
. . : - Intelligence Officer
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