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1. on 0 sesztosses 1244, tnv,fy ziort (2o ceroeduled
3=24 a/e arn tour (&) fpare 5-24 n/c Look off ot Ooo23 hours
c c

fe Saurerverke, Agctria.

Tre tnirty two (32) a/c formed into two (2) attack

unite, the first attack oeing led oy “ajor Jilliam 2. Redlell,
“onn“;iing “ifTicer of the 77oth lomnbardment Sg ualru‘ (1) wnd
the second by Captain Ronert L. hlﬂbfield, Pli.ht Lezmier cf

the 779th Sombardment Squadron (H).

Cne (1 6 ERAre a/c made 2 normal return lsaving the for-
nation at 43°0071-15°997'% anl landed at this pase at 09453
hours, returnins two and cne hzalf (23) tons- of bcmos to base

Four (4) of the crginal twenty eight (25)ra/c scheduled
to fly this mission returned oefore reachlin; the target as
followse! ' - '

(2) &/C o 42-95532 ‘left the formation ap 45°15* H-14C581 2
at 09383 hours and returned to base and landed at 11lbs hours
necause of the loss cof oil pressure in #1 eaglne, reaquiring
the featherinyg of this engine. This a/c returned two anil une
half (25) tcons of oowoe toc base, . 4

(b) A/C No 42-olooo left the formation in the assemdly
area and landed at thic bese at 090038 hours oecauce of the .|
following ditficulties, -voltage regulator cut,.oxygen leaks,
left landing gear when retracted would noct remain locked. This :
asc¢ returned two and one half (2h) tonu of bomos to pase. ' -

{(c) A/C lo 41- 20441 left the formation at 42°43'N-
15°49'E and returned to pase and lznded at 09303 hecurs necause

of the lose of #3 engine. "This a/c Jettisoned two and one half

(9a) tons of bombs at 42°34'N-16°02'E becauce of nhe loss
#3 engine witb 2 full‘ ;8s load. ‘ .
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4. 3cmo ostrize photes ghow numepcus hits of thils :sroud
in 2 wocdeld aroa.nLaway-aetween‘tho Donau Canal an? the Danube
river. ' This arez ig approximately (CUO teet Jues nerth or the
orimary tarzget. Somos away photog Tron a2cth attack units
would:indicate that the inain polnt or inpact for thie oroup
wae in Lhe socve Aecerioest area. Thers were ac rite sither on
syeoin AT, Lnmcdite vicinaty of the arieaxy torset. :

A B
_ .. The Troup Leader uged the C-1 autonlil Cnilot
ne oo rxn, in cenjunection with PHEF. T The lzas oL
L urly Jd1A nol ave autons i o SR I

cn A.ocx which waz ucing PIF. ;

U

6. T A H flek lasting for 10-12 ainutes was eacounter=
24 at the tarzet. - 3lack; red and white bDurels were observed. .
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Ltr Nesrr Miss Rot, contd

The red snd vhite bursts vere revortec to he above the for-
mrtion. Some of the whkite burstes were exceptionally lerre

burste.

7. Rendervous wae made with ficbter escort at L3037'N-
15037tF when twenty five (25) P-38 a/c of the lith fiwhter
~roun wvere cbservec. At L30LO'N-1f015'T, ten to fifteen (10/
15) P=£1 a/c of the 325th firhter sroun were. a1so observed.

Good firhter cover ves given on renetr:=tion, over tarret
and withdrswal, escort of P-28 a/c were lsst ahserved =t 12380
hours et the Yuroslavian Coast, snd the n~5]1 a/c were lest
observed at LLONO'N-1AOL8'%F at 1215B hours.

: 8. Clear et trnke-off end penerally clear over Adrietic.
Few strato cumulus over Dinaric Alps which merged into a 10/

10 sltocumulus layer, tops 14,000 feet on Tar side of mountains, =

Near Graz, 6/10 to 8/10 cirro stratus appeared ané con-
tinued to near tarret. Base of these clouds was about 20,000
feet. ' : : :

At tarsget, alfocumulus leyefAhroke to 5/10 coverace.
Visibilitv was 25 miles.

, On return, elto cumulus lever had broken up somewhat,
becoming L4/10 to 6710 all the wav to Dinarics and few scat-
tered over Dinarics. : ' ' .

Clear over Adristic snd at base on return., Visibility
was 20/25 miles.or better entire route. ' .

9, One (1) of our a/c recelved & direct hit by flak
in bomb bay.  A/C took fire and exnloded. - Two (2) chutes seen
to onen. This incident occured st 48°L0'N-16°3C'E. ) c T
" Fourteen (14) a/c were demeped by flak, two (2) of
which vill be non onerational for more than twenty four (24)

. hours.
1st Lt. Thomas F. McGovern, Rombardier was killed by flak

over the target, when he suffered a hit in the hear after re-
moving his flek suit, epparently thinking formation was clear

of flflko .

Tour men vere wounded ss a result of flak, two (2) of
which were given emergency treatment and returned-to duty.

.Two of which were hospitalized. .
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10, Twenty. six (26) e/c lended et this beme betwcen 1325 :
R hours r~nd 1410B hours. C o B
| 11. The route was Tlown as hriefed to Hieflek to LRO1L TN~
E . . 1505821'F% then over turget on 1220, Axis of attack then &s
briefed back to W4CZ5'N-16CLO'E to hh°20'N-.1602t'-"EZ to LLOOBO "N~
160081 to L3OLNTN-LAOLG'F to L3925'N-16934'F to base. ’
mprack chert showing route ne briefedé and s Tlown inclosed.
12. TFour -a/c atteémpted nhotograrhs. Selected print att-
eched. . N
For the Commanding Officer:
/S
FRATNCIS F. TLDER
) Major, AC
2 Incls: Intellirence Officer
Tnel 1 - Treck Chert
Inél 2 - Selected Photogravh c
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