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BELDWUART LD ) Frii/hob
LoLth BUmBodbiapxy GROUP ()
Otfice of the Intelligence Officer

319.1 . 25 August 1944
3 : LUBJ G Karrative siission -képort
TO :  Commending Ofticer, 55ta Bombardacnt wing {r1) -

JAJ.)U 5~O U b J-mr

o On 25 sugust 1944 at 0645E hours twenty four (zk)
“ : B=24 asc¢ of twenbty oix (26) scheduled took off to bomb the
installanions on Prostejov 4/D, Czechosiovukia (Primary ’
turget).  The twenty Tour (24) a/c formed two (2) cuilack
units, the first unit being led by Colonel ... L. schroeder,
Croup Coma-iding Officer, und the second by lst LU Frank
T. Price, Flight Leader, 779th Bombzrdment unad“on.
Two (2) &/c¢ Dcneduled failed to take off Ior the
following reasons.

No 42~78336 ¢>Prop governor inoperative° iy
No 44-”5514 No bombs loaded.

2.7 Group as °emb1y and Wing rendevvous was satisfact-
ory out Vil IOLJAILOU enreute to the target was not good,
over torget .nd.cn return formution was satistactory.
< Lo 3. "Pwenty Tour (24) a/c were over the target at’ 1128B

hours (briefed tdrget time 11188 hours) and dropped fit'ty
five (55) tons oi 500 1lb GP bombs (fusing .l nose and .Cl
tail) Trom 20,000 feet. Axis of attuck 290°

. One (1) a/c released two and one half (2%) tons
5/10 miles before target, faulty target identification
respousible. One (1) a/c returned two end one haif (24)
tons to base as boab bay doors would not open. Visibilty oy
at the target was excellent and bomwbirng was visual. The P
3 first attuclk unit- leader bombing with C-1 and the second- ‘
@ém\ attack unlt lead using PDI as C-~1 in his a/c was 1nonerat1ve.
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Ltr Narrative fission Rerort, Contd
3. There were three (2) ecrly returns:

5 a. A/C Mo. L1-29,17-Turned back at 1210B hours at
(49 23'N-15°35{E) because No. 2 ensine lost all its oil and
had to festher. No. 3 turbo wes oscillstine, ’ )

] b. ALC No. 42-795332-Turned back at (47002'N-1.0
13*R) at 1302B hours. Lost oil in No. 2 engine and hed to
fenther.

. - )
, c. A/C No. 42-51éLL-Turned back at (4L4O32'N-140581E)

¢ at 1022B hours, as pron governor and No. 4 enmine went out
and prop ran away. Menifold nressure dropped on No. 3 engine.

L. Trentv-Tive (25) n/c were over the target a2t 1218B
hours (brisfed target time 1210B hours) and twenty-five (?25)
a/c dronped =ixty-tvo and one helf (623) tons of 500 nound
RDX bombs (.l nose and .025 tail fusing) from 21,800 feet.

Two (2) a/c jettisoned five (5) tons of bombs; one
(1) ale jettisoned two end one half (23) tons at (42°21'N-
: ' 150521F) for reasons outlined in varagrez¥ No. 3 (b) and
one (1) a/¢ jettisoned two and one half (23) tons at (L48°
£5t1N-15018'%) for reason outlined in peragrevh No. 3 (a).
-Four (L) a/e¢ returned ten (10) tons of bombs to
Iy base; the three snare g/c returning seven and one half (7%)
tons, and one (1) a/c¢ returned two and one half (2%) tons
for reasen outlined paragravh No. 3 (c). »

Recavitulation of bomﬁs:

Drorped on target’ -+ 62% tons

Jettisoned ‘ 5 ‘tons ’
Returned to hase™ 10  tons.

Total tonnare. . : 77% tons .

Bomb strike photos show the target almost completely
obscured by heavy-black smoke from earlier bombina. However,
at the edge of the smoke, several hits can be seen on the
packing sheds and on the railroad tracks adjacent to the
northeast sector of the refinery. Other strikes were made in

- residential section one mile southeast of the target, and

§ contiriued north through the marshalling yard and to the river.
Approximately ten hits were on several columns of cars in the

.- . . marshalling yard. Numerous strikes are in the area due north
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Ltr Narrative Mission Rewort, Contd

of the Y/Y, and south of the river. On the Par‘ubice ;

AT
© Armme, tventy-tro (22) eginrle ensined-Tishters nre visihle

in the . south disrersasl nrea,

5. The Grovr leader used C-1 antomatic »ilot, but
the lender of the second attack unit did not use the A-5
hecause the sreed of the Tormation was t0o slow and was
nnt stendv and this hox wns overrunnineg Able box. Bombed
by P.D.T. '

6. STL flak vas rercrted st the tarpet. Tlak was
encommtered at the following locatinns:

Teltwers SAH
Stevr M to TAH
Trest oIH
St. Valentine IIH
(19°10'N-
159001E) MAHS -

7. Tvio {?) or three (3) F/A were observed in the -
tareet area being ME 109s. Thirtv (3) to forty (40),
©/A predominately ME 109s with a Tew T 190Cs, attacked the
formation at 1235B hours, in the. vicinity of (L9915'N-
15010'E) at 18,000 feet. Attacks were made in viaves of
two (?) to five (5) a/e in each waeve, from 6 o'clock level,
going through the entire formation, breaking off to both
right and left. E/A were slate gray and black color some
with vellow and some with 1light blue bellies. One (1) FW
190 had a red cowlinm. Sorme had a wvhite stripe around the
nose. :

The E/A made but one attmck on the formation.

Preliminary evaluation of claims submitted are as
follows: ' :
1 ME 109s Destroved

T 190s Destroyed

ME 109s Probably Destroved
FW 190s Probably Destroyed
ME 109s Damaged

FW 190s Damaged

INENENIC NS
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our figrter sfcort encapred the w/p after the
¥k, but was aprarently not in rerch of thre Tormetion.

g. the attack.

8. Rendezvous “~as ma
at (45°00'N-15°00'F)
at (L6O23"M-1L053"F).

12L5B honrs ot (L45050tH-150

hours

curul
ipili
9,000
feet.
1/10
the t
ibilid
tong

de vith 20/2%5 P-38 a/c at 10Z0E
and with 30 P=51 a/c at 1100R
P-38 a/c were last seen at

03'E) and P-51 a/c &t 1LZ0B

at (4394L5'N-15030"E).
9. The weather on tnke off was scattered atrato
us, vieibility =0 miles, Clesr ovVer rari=tic, Vis-

ty 15 miles, in haze.
feet, tops 10,000 fee
Trom Dinesrics to ter

to 3/10 cirrus. Visib

apret 1/10 cirrus and

Overcast over Dinarics at
t and 2/10 cirrus 8%t 25,000
eret, retchv streto cumulus and
j1itv was 15 teo 20 miles. At
few seattered cumulus, vis-

tr 25 miles. On return, 5/10 cumulus over mountaeing, -

12,000 feet. L/10-cir

g M

ris over Ausitriea. Little chnnre

othervise. 1/10 to 2/10 cumulus At base on retnTn.

_1ﬁ. Tour (4) of our a

being lost to F/* =and one {

were

were

/c failed to return, three (3)
1) missinga. o

2/C No. L2-78376 was last obgerved at (LBO35'N-
.1,058!T). This a/c was sho

seen to omnen.

t down by E/A. Eleht (8) chutes

~ -

o A/C No. L42-78376 wes last observed at (L9008 N~
1,°18'%) under agressive at
on ‘fire and the a/c went do

aeen to oren.’

A/C No. 42-52479

tack bv E/A, One (1) enrine was
vm in a soin. Seven (7) chutes

was last observed at (,9°08 N~

15018'E) when the e/c blew uv In midair. There were no
chutes seen to omel. '

A/C No. .42-52520

was lsst observed at (L9002'N=-

15018'F). A/C was hit br E/A, FHad o laree hole in the
fuselage near the camera ha
form=tion. There vere no ¢

The time of these

-1241B hours.

tch. A/C dronped hack end out of
hutes seen to onen.

losses was fTrom 12358 hours wntil.




1140B - Markersdorf A/D 21,000  Effective smoke sereen.
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Lty Marrensive *fiiio Rercrt, Contéd

Three (2) r/e were Asmared and will he inornerat-
jive Tor more than tv.entw-four (24) hours, One (1) a/c,
No. L?-784,73, landed st Bari, Itsly with Tour (4) wounded
crev members and the crew rsxorts the e/c badly “amsfed.
Thigc crew were brovn“* to this Base bv ﬁnother p/c.

™o (?) erew members were-killed and there vere
four (4) major, two (?) minor 1n]ur1,~, all due tc vounds
received & a result of encounters w:ith ®/L. Three (3)
major =n? one (1) minor injured crevw members vere tsken to .
the 26th CGenersl- Foswitel ot Beri, Itﬁly.

One (1) crew member, Redio Onerctor on °/c No.
L2-78L73, opparently believing the a/c v.as arnut to succumb
to enemy Pire attnck, eausine » Tire in th- waist, bailed
out at (400121M-15C10'F). .

11. The Tollowing obqervations viere m1dp b returﬂlnp
crew members: : ,

Time Place Altitude Observation

1317 (L7931 'N-14°29'E) 17,000  Several barracks huildings

sround a large rarade pround.
Also six (6) lerse verehouses.
11508 (48OLL'N-12°25'E) 21,000 Military establichment- larpe
) : number of buildines in. :
groun (nhoto inclosed).

1L10E  (L4°16'N-14C043'E) 16,000 Larre naval vessel - cruiser = .
’ or destrover (photo inclosed) g
12068 (1,8°937'N-15010'E) 21,600  Active A/D - two (2) miles
C ' east of tovm.
12308 (A9°37 N-15032'F) 18,000 Six (6) S/F and numerous
_ : unidentifieda a/ec.
14118 (44°17'N-1 4047'F) 15,000 One large and one small
shin in harbor
1052B (4600 'N-15011'L) 17,000 Two (2) large active factorle
Radace
1103B (46939 N=-XLO5,'E) 18,300 Three (3) large dams and
, - e nossihly a powerhouse
1,350, (43°05'N-15°40'E) . Believe submarine
1130B St. Valentine and , Smoke screen
g ‘Stevr arer oo T
1140B  (48°35'N-15 °10tE) Possible troop concentratwon o
_ : © encampment : RS
1143B  (4,6°08'N-15°00'F) Tive (5) tanks and a chtorv. S

. Presumably underground &as

smoke was cbming out’ of the
ground
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Ltr Narrative sission Kepocrt, Contd -

12. Twenty (20) a/c landed &t tuis base between 15208
‘nours and 15558 nours.

. - 13. Route was flown as briefed to (48937t 1~15C00'%) .
Froa tnis point the course paralleled the briefed course
10/11 leas to the right in Wing formation. st Cteyr cut
to left to avoid flak and back on briefed course 2t (47
£51i-14CL0'E). Track chart showinig route as briefed znd
as cetunily rlowm is inclosed. ’ '

1L. six (6) asc attempted photogrephs. -telected print
atteacied. ] . Lo

Foy tie Vommanding Officer:

FrawClo F. BLLDER
we jor, £ T
4 Inecls Intelligence Ofticer
Jnecl 1 Track Chart :
Iricl 2-Selescted boub strike pnotograph
Incl 3-Obpservation photograph
Incl 4L-Observation photograph




