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, HEADQUARTERS ' MCX/FTE/hob
L,6LTH BOMBARDLIFNT GROUP (H)
. AP0 520 U. S. ARMY
319.1 25 fugust 19LL

SUBJFCT: Narratlive Mission, Re-ort

T

TO : Commandina Officer, 55th Bombardment Wing (H),
ATO 520, U. S. Armv :

1. On 2L furmst 19&&; twentyv-eight (28)_B—2L /e,
end three (2) svare B-24 a/c took off at 0732B hours to
homb Pardubice 0il Refinerv, Czecheslovakia. ‘

C The three (3) anare a/c¢ returned to the base as
briefed as follows: .

A/C No. 42-78521-Turned back 2t 0934B hours at
(4,2051,'N-15°,0'E)
A/C No. 47-78514~Turned back at 1026B hours at
S (44°41'N-15%0'E) = .
A/C No. h?-52522-Turned back at 0920B hours at
« (43°0'N-15945'F)

The thirtv-one (31) a/c¢ formed into two (?) attack

ynits. The first sttack wnit was to be led by 2nd Lt. John

T. Velch, Flight Leader of the 778+th Bomhardment Squadron (H),
but due to the -air speed indicator and C-1 automatic nilot

not overating correctly, Lt. Velch surrendered the Group

lead to the first Deputy Leader, Cantain Myron E. Mershon, .
Operetions Officer of the 776th Bombardment Squadron (H).. The
second attack unit was led by 1lst Lt. James L. Mumaw, Flight
Lender of the 776th Bombardment Souadron (H).

) 2, Form up and line rendezvous was made as -briefed,
it being noticed that the L60+ % Group came throught the L64th
area slightlv below Able box. The rendezvous was made ap-
proximately two (2) minutes later, and this Group caught up

with the Wing over the Adriatic.




Ltr Narretive .lission keport, contd,

Bomb strike onotos show numerous hits on the
hangoers ond wdjucent buildings. There ure direct hits
on #ll tTour oif bLhe main hangars and nusercus hits on tue
srcbebie sdainistration buildings and worxshops Dehind
the nungers. Light single-engined fighters aad one twin-
engined fignhter were destroyed on the ground, and taree
single eagined iighters were damaged. Present on the air-
r'ield at the time of bombing were fifty five zingle eng-
ined iighters #@..d two twin engined fighters.

he o4

o Tiak was encountered =nd the observed fi:zK was
as follows:

It at (49°18'N-16°30'%).

5. Iignter escort was excellent. Twenty eigut (<)
P-51 &/c first observed at 09538 hours in the vieinity of
L5935 1=-1.8912'1 :nd eishéeern (18) P-38 2/c observed at
1120b nourz in the vieinity of 49°920'H-17935'kx voth types
of &/c guve teiwget cover and withdrawal cover to 449107 N-
15910'%H at L3153 Lours. '

6. Two (2) « 109 a/c were observed at 11328 houré. at
L9CL0'N-16950" 1.

‘7. 'The weather at take off was 3/10 stratocumulus,
bases 5,000 feet, tops 8,000 feet. Visibility was twenty-
five (25) miles. 1/1C to 2/10 altocumulus over Yugo-
sovian coast and aounteins, tops 12,000 feet. Generally
cleur from Dinaric Alps to target. At target, i/10 alto-
cunulus, tops 12,000 feet, visibility twenty. (20) miles.

On return, 4/10 cumulus over mountains, tops 15,000 feet
or less. L/10 cwwulus &t base on return, visibility twenty
(20) miles. - ) ‘

8. One of our a/c No 41-29351 pilcted by Lt Law-

- rence N. Kalgreen, of the 779th bombardment Squadron (1)

adioed immediately after rally and steted nis a/c only’
nad a gas supely of three hundred (300) gallons.znd he
would zet as far as possible before bailing out his crew.
At 12208 hours in ithe vicinity of L7C22'N=-14C26'E ten
chutes were seen from this a/c and the a/c spiraled.to
the ground. ' '
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Ltr Nerrative =ilssion neport, contd
9. Observation: of importance as follows:
Tiane ILace Aititace Qhservetions
1033 h7009'5-19°03’E 17,500 a/D0 runvey belng
: lengthened . ‘
1127 49%2819-179281% 20,000 < wf¥s. Total 1200
Wogons ‘ .
1207 48907'N-1AO5Z'E - 18,000 w/Y, 800 wagons.
10. Tuenty taree (23) a/c landed at this base between
14368 hours and 1455B hours. - -
- 11. RolUte was Tlown as briefed. Track churt inclosed.
1. €ix (6) a/c attempted photographs. sélected
strike photograph inclosed. :
For the Commending 0fficer:
¢
FRANCIS P, HELDEE
4dajor, AC
. , Intelligence O0fficer
‘.. 2 Inclosures : ” :
. - Incl 1 - Track chart -
-, Inci 2 - Selected photograph . -
LA ‘




