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SUBJECT:  harrative wission Keport

TO : Gdamanding Officer, 55th Bombardment wing (#),
APO 520, U & Army

1. On 21 August 1944, twenty-eight (23) schedulad B-24
z/c and one (1) spare B-24 &/c took off at 065UB, hours to
bomb tie ulsperoea a/c ana 1nstalldtlunb of tne A/D ut iis,
YTugoslavia. -

The twenty-nine (29) a/c foramed into two attack
units. "'ihe first attack unit was led by Colonel &. L.
wehroeder, Group Commander, .and tne -second by Captaein roo-
ert . Wowlesr, Assistant OpnrAtlons Uflicer of tne 779th
Bombzrdment Sguadron (h)

_2. Form up, line rendezvous and wingz rendezvous were
es planned. .

3. The one (l) spdre a/c returneu at leSn nourb,
‘ufter sccomprily ing the formation to (41°35'd- ldOUO'L)

L. Twenty-eizht (28) a/c were ‘over the target at
09598 "hours (briefed turget time 1000B nours). Twenty-six
(26) of these &/c dropped 54.8L4 tons of Fragmentation Clusters
- (instantaneous fusing) from 19,500 feet. One (1)

a/c JehLLsoned 2. 16 tons of bombs at 11208 hours at (41935~
18000'%), due to = rack mélfunction which made it necessary
for the bombardler to unload them manually, with the use of
a CTGWinVt(. Mobher a/¢ jettisoned .24 tons of bombs in
tlie Adriatic Sea due to a rack malfunction causing four (4) -
clusters to hang ap. A third a/c¢ returned 1.uU8 tons of bouwbs
to base as, upon release, the bomb bay doors crept and broke
the electrical circuit und after eighteen (18) clusters had
been dropped. A fourth a/c returned its entire bowo load
(.16 tons) as a malfunction of the selector bar. prevented
their releace upon the target.

Hecapltulutlon of Bombing InfOTMdtlun.'

Droopped on tqrget L 54.84 tons

Jettisoned . T 2.40 tons

- Returned to base L 3.24 tons

Y . A60.h8 tons i
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Lty dmrr wiss nwt 46400 BG cont'd

. dgomb strizce photos znow a4 good concentretion of
buwb nits in the target area. Tue pattorn, started 1.000
feel short of the nortn“eat corner of the assigned target urea
and roa southeast through the turget und as far ss the river
berd, 7,000 feet away. Twelve (12) sinvlc;engiued and turee (3)
L‘..’.I.u—t‘s‘f_;iﬂ‘i'd cioibors were piesent on the alrdroice, and of
these 1t is ebtlmuttd that one (1) <B ;1buter and one (1) TE
fighber were diunged. In addition, a sizeuwvle concentration
ot ooubs nit wqaong eight colwuans oL trei. -t cars in Lng M-
shal linge vard, 2,000 feet west of the assigned target. . :

5. Tne aA=5 awutomutic pilot wug used by tne urou)
Leander.  bue to Lftaﬂulve cloud ¢over at the I? the leader
of the =scond sttack unit tound it necossux to shift frox
cide to side to line up on tue target. The A-5, then'on, was
not functicning ,roperly end the attack unit was veginniug to
Sprsad out.: The secound ebtuck unit leader decided to turn
off his wutowsitic pilot ana completed the dowbling run witn
Felrala S . )

. ”

6. wia Plak was'encountered =t the tearget. Iniorut-
ion guined from interrogation of crews indicutes that tne
heavy gZuns were few in number, probubl, sabout four, and that
they commenced firing at the lead elements ar benenti: the
Tormativii, sad taousgh, improving, were generally very ilnaccur-
ate., Bcant to sioderate mediwa flak is also indicated, as all
clements oft.the formation report a ¢oncentration of bursts
below tnem, at about 10,000 feet. /

/st £lak was dlso encountered at (A3°l7'N—20°37'ﬂ),
at 0936B hnours The accuracy of this flak was considered as
excellent, belng 2xactly on the formation's altitude of 19,000
feet, with a few white bursts about 1,500 feet above the -
roiips. The source of this anti<aireruft fire- is unknown, though
one crew reported it as coming from an open tield at (4 6lh'N-~
20°43'2) . another crew reported that the main concentration
of this Tire was directed at another group wuich was beliind
and to the left. The heading of the formution at this time
was approximately Iorty -Iive (45) degrees.

7 hlghter escort conqiutlng oft 15/20 P-51 n/c were
first seen in the vicinity of the IP sleksinao (43°33'N-
21942'%) at 0950B hours and provided target and withdrawal
cover until 10488 hours at (41°53'N- 19°10'%).

8. . The ueatner was clear-at take-orf Wlth a few patches
of ulto stratus to coast,  Uver Adrliatic 5/10 strato: cwaulus,
tops 6,000 feet. Over Dinaric alps, 4/10 alto stratus, base
18,000 feet with 3/10 to 4/10 cuiulus, tops 12,000 feet.
Visibility was 15 to 20 mlles. oy
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Ltr dorr wiss Rpt L64th BG cont'd ' .

, at turget 6710 nlto:stratus, base just umoove 19,000
ieet. rew scattered cui:ulus in area. Visioility 25 wiles.

vii return, 2lto stratus layer pad increased to Lu/10
over Alps, buse 17,000 feet. 4/10 cumulus below with tops to
18,000 feet in spots and ¢eneral lsvel 12,000 reet. Clear
over Yugouslavian coust witn 4/10 cuuulus over aAdriztic, tops
7,000 fect.

Clear et Base on return with scattered cumulus in

mountains to west.

9. Ubservations made by returning crew members ure as
follows:

DL PLACHE © ALTIT Ui - Uy LN
1050  (42°%00'H-19%081 1) 15,0@0 Vessel-Possible DD, neavily

ccamouflaged. 4snchored just
off shore.

1014 (4RO40'N-21°10'%) 17,000 Large cream colored tumks.

2 1iles S. of rristing 14 in one group, 4 in asother.
0900 ' (41°5711-19°101%) 15,000 A/V's in bay.
1047 (42900 1-19°1 1) 12,odo A/C on gfound;’possiblé B~2L.
0942 (43°35'%-20%85'4) 19,000 Concentrution of 70 barges.

10, 'I'wenty-seven (27) a/c¢ lsnded st this pase between
11405 nhours and 1223B hiours. One (1) e/c landed at 13158 hours
efter first landing at Barl for.gas at 1145B hours. :

li. FKoute was flown as briefed, track chart spowing
route as. 1loun inclos ed.

12, Pive (5) &/c attempted photographs. Selected prinf
attuched. ) ' . '

Tor the Commanding Officer:

%

FRanCIS F. BELDAK
' ‘Major,  AC
2 Incls: ' , Intelligence Ofrscer
Inel 1- Track Chart g
Incl 2-beiected Photograph
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