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1. On 18 fugust 1944, 27 of 28 VCxuquibd B-24 ase and .
3 upare B=24 a/c took off at 06355 nours to vowb Ploesti
Trr/ets (Roumenia), Target altzciked Romana Americanu. Une
deuled &/c Tailed to tuike off Decause of ilinezs of niiot.

Tae thirty z/c¢ formed into two attack units, tie

first anit veing led by daj. williaw i, Leddell, Communalnb

Oft'icer of the 776th Bombardment Sguadron (H), &HQ the Second
Atteexk unit was by 2nd Lt. John T. Welech, Flight Leader, ”78tn

"Bombardment Squadron (H).

2. Group asseudbly, line rendezvous ~ith tiue Aosth Group,
end ving rendezvous were muhae as plannnd.

u/ 3. Wine a/c¢ returned early, as follows:
A/C How
a. 42-51736 41037'H-16°34'EV'74 and ;4 engines sturted cut=-
ting out.
b. 42-95337 Assembly Area Bad gas leak i bowb bay trans-
fer pwip.
C. 44-10566 41O33'N-17058'% Late take off due to inopera-
tive prop governor - unable to
: - . - cateh formation. - L
d. 42-50533 42CL3'8-22030'2 Wavigator silled oy flak at
_ wuiDULICA -
e. 42-52563 L2020'N-Z2040'E. 72 Booster puwmp out, Loss of
. oil pressure at high alititude
o 42-52504 43°10'§-219521% flectric system out and ex-,
, S0 cessive gas consuuption’
8. 4R2-51083 L20591§-22017'% #1 engine feathered

he L1-29458 LL4CLT7'N-24056'E . Supercharger oa ;< out, couldn't

climp with 3 suvperchargers
. ‘e ‘- l - R '
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Ltr Hare iss kpt 4LOL BG  cont'd

i. 42-9537L 45°912'90-25940's 73 supercacrser went out at 24,

0u0!' could not meintula foraon-
tion positlon in the cliwd

Le 21 a/c were over the turget wt L0363 Lours. 1o of
these 21 ajc dropped 30: tons of 500 pound GP bowbs fuued .1l
nose and .025 tz 211, Trom 25,350 Teet.

2 a/c of tne 16 u/c dropping on tue burget fulled to drow
all their vcumbs and jettiscned- I toas of bomos., une of taese

a/¢ joettisoned s tons of bowbds et L2 due to inauvility to cliab .

to aultitude, tue other &fc detLlsonca L ton of Lu.LL dDecuusne
of_ loss of wower ut 45P925'N-26°05's at 1027E hours.

5 asc of tn, 21 a/c cver the tarzet disnosed of their boubs

as ollovs: 1 ajc returned 2 tons of boibs to buse; one afc¢
eccldentally rplr"ned 2 tons of bmsbs 1 minute after IP L

z/c jettisoned 2 tons of bowbs at 440521H-26930' due to racic

malfunction; 1 a/c¢ jettisconed 2 tons of buowds at LACLDTH-

250503 becuause ne wus low on gas; 1 afc jettisoned 1, tons of

bombs =t 4542'4-26003'E because two turbos were inonerative

. und jettisoned i ton, the remainder of its load at L3°40'k-

23°915'% because selzct  lever and pilot emergency handlie was
inoperative. ' '

‘'he 9 a/c wﬁich’returded~early,diSposed of' thiéir bowbs

s Tollows: L4 a/c wreturned 3 tons of bowbs to base; 1 ajc

dropped 2 tons of bombs from 15,000' at lluOb hours on & nead-
.ing of 2300 on barges in Danube ikiver at 44°2814-22010'E. 4

targeb of opportunity, thre bombs failed to hit the target. 1

jettisoned 2 tons of boibs at L1937'N-16°934'E becrnuse /2 snd
#l, engines started cutting out; 1 a/c jetiisoned 2 tonsg of bouwbs

gt L1OLSWI-i8052'E ai'ter the Navigator was kKilled by flak, 1
a/c jettisoned 2 tons of boumbs at 43005 N-22000'E, 1 a/c

a/c

jettiscned 2 tons of bombs at 4R2023'w-20030'4d beczuse of Ieath-

ered #1 engine. -
=

Disposition of bombs uf 21 a/c¢ oer turget

33
o
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Disposition of Bombs # A/C.
Jettisoned not on target ° : TR 1
Jettisoned nbt on target 3 6
Accidental release not on target . 1 2
heturned to Base _ L 2
Lropped on taréet o S *16 30+
Total g , 0 RL L2
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* of the 16 a/c éropping on terget 2 a/c. jettisoned

15 tons.
Dis;ositioh of bombs of 9 a/c returning early
kY o &
Disposition of bombs # &/C . Tons. .
Jettisonsd ’ L 8
Returnsd to base: ‘ L 8
Tdrgpb of opportunity 1 2
Total 9 .18

kecaepitulation of Bowmbs:

Drojisped on terget : 30z tons 3
Jettisoned . 154tons °
Accidentel relezue 2 tons
Turget of opportunity - 2 tons
Returned to base 10 tons
Total . , 60 tons -

5. At the beginning of the bomb run the target wusS obe-
scured by suicke to such a degree it was impossible to see the
target. Vihen tie formation was directly over the terget
which wus =Tter bombs away the target could be picked up.
£ Tew isulated smoke generators: could be ‘seen scutheast and
south west of the t=rzet erea. The pattern of the smoke
generators in tlie tirgset avea could not be ascertained due
to the smoke obscured area.

The crews upon interrogation reported seéveral fires and
smoke up to 15,000 feet.

Bombing reoults as. shuwn by Bomb Strike Dnot06réoh~ are
as follows: : 4

"#eoré tihan two dozen strikes in the target area, iumediately
west and south of the center of the plunt. Approximately
twelve hits weré on tlhe four large buildings off the south- E
east corner of the storage tank area., An oblicue photo taken
after cr0551nU over the target shows numerous additional strikes

in the smoke obscured section across the easdt end of the

storage tank area. J

6. The leader of the first attack unit used th€* A-t Auto-
matic Pilot on tihe bomb run; the leader of the second attack
unit for first three minutes of the bomb run used PF¥, then
chunged and used C-1 ulbomatic plilot and visually bombed the
tarbet. . ©o .
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~at 43950'M-23°00'E with 30-35 P-51 a/c. Two P-38 a/c were
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7. lan rlak wes encountered for a period of 3 to 4
minutes wt the target. id to I A o fluk was encountersd at
SURDULLCA L2942 M- PLl1's, T 4 b Plak was encountered =t
DeisPr 42CL6'N-22005'1, S

The flaek at Surdulica and Dzepa was encountered at a :
tine when the formation was to the rignt of the briefed course.

"At one point whie! wsg ag far us 14 miles off course. uaj.
'Reddell the Group leader's statement points out that the 460th

Group wes leading the Wing. Tae 464th Group was echeloned to
the right with the 485th Group to the left of the 464th. That
the LOLth wrs wvyrroxivit=ly 14 miles right of course due to
©lying in right echelon. As the flak areas were approached

the L85th vwus flying ~braiast of the 4O64th and at the sade
altitude, this making it impossible for the 464th to slide to
the left and ¢void the flak areas. Near the flak area the 464th
turned right 459 for four minutes to attempt to miss the flak
because to Leve Clown straighnt ahead would have taken them
directly over the flak area. -Flak was encountered for a period
of wbout 4 minutes, -ovar an area of about 10 miles. ' '

It was also necessary for the 464th Group to fly- at 150
wir for 2 nours, and for the 485th Group and LO5th Group to
slow dovn. The cause due to the slow speed of the 460th Group
the wing leider. :

8. 3 ME-109 e/ were oobserved at A44LOL3'N-26°920'E -
(Pitesti). These e/a at an «ltitude of 25,000 came in from
9 o'clocx, mude a pass &t the formation to within 700 yards,
turned snd went out sume way as they came in. One unidentifed
e/a was observed in a dog fight with a fighter a/c at the IP.

9. Hendgzvous with fighter escort was made at 094UB. nours

observed =t 10L2B hours at L4°35'N-25050'%, ] s

10. Few small patches of altostratus at tuke off, visibil-.
ity 15 miles. Clear over Adriatic, visibility 10 miles in
neavy haze. 3/10 to 4/10 stratocumulus over Dinaric Alps,tops
8,000 feet. Scattered middle and low cumulus from Alps to '
target, visibility Laproving to 15-20 miles. Clear ut turget,
visibility 20 miles. On return similar conditions except .
cumulus had bullt up over Dinaric Alps to 13,000 feet with few
scattered higher, tops 5/10 coverage..  Clear over Adriatic and
3/10 cumulus ut buse on return. . .
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11l. 3 &/c were damsged by flak, 4 of wiich will be in- -
operative'f01 longer thn 24 hours. Lt. John ’aul Sevey re-
ceived a fatul injury from flak from the tovn oif curdulica,
Yugos] :Via. - '
E , Thf “ollowing cbs;rv#txonc viere rcported by crew usiabers
3 : uszon 11.t--¢1u6fu CwELD
| Tiage Place altitude Observation
09243 ABUlO'u 22035'% 20,500 /Y 500 wagons
1050B 44 jS'N-°6°O5'L 24,000 1t unidentified a/c¢ on ground
11288  L3PL6'N-22743'4 16,000 Large X 15 marxea on ground
12. 21 a/c landed at this base from L?hﬁd nours to 14153
hours. :
- *
13. . Route was rlown as priefed except 14 mlles rignt of
coursc 4~035 =2 1054 4 between T.F. Ulcins and T. puodey
Track Chert shinwing route as flown inclosed. B

4. 5 é/c attempted 5notourx:hs; Seiected Driut inclosed.

15. In view of the duration and 1ntenblty of the fluk en-
countered ot burdulica, Yugoslavia as reported in interrogqtion.
It is pObbLDle that additional flak guns have been wdded to
this area. Tt ico suggested that additionel reconnaissance of

- this area migot be nelpful,

For the Commanding Officer:

. PRenCIs Fo nLich
: o wmajor, AC
: Intelligence Officer
2 Incls: , - o
*nel 1-Track Chart - _ ' ) -
Incl 2-Selected Photograph a ' ‘ S
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