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1. On 2 Aurust 1944, 39 scheduled L=2) =/c of thins
Crou~ tono¥ off st 024,88 houre to.bomb the harbor instszllotisnes
. of Genoe, Itnlv. The 39 ~/c formed into 2 attack units, the
first beins led bv Lt. Colonel John P. Tomhsve, Txccutive
Officer, 55th Eombardment vine (i), =nd the second” bv Czot.
Teames R. Tudor, Flicht Lender of the 777th Bomb. Sa. (H).

_ 2. Two (2).-a/c returnec early. 4/C Ho. 4,2-78318 re-
turned =t 1110B hours hecmuse itc- navipgetor hecreme eXtreme-
1y 111. The second 2/c, No. 41-29458, returned 2t 1245B hours
due to bloving a eylinder in No. 3.ensine; nec=ssitatine feoth-
erine the propellor. Another =/c, No. 44=-41070, returned to
base early when it w s found th=t ite rigsht landing mear would
not he retracted. The crew, Pilot, 2nd Lt. Norbsrt .. Kustka,
took off in mnother, spare B-24 a/c &t 1010B hours, one hour

- . and twenty minutes late, =ang succeeded in cotching the forme-
tion and makine the scheduled flieht to the target.

3. Group assemhly wes planned, but rendezvous with the
L65th Bomb. Gn. wes glishtly off schedule, due to thnt Group
beine 13 minutes lnte. Ving rendervous wos not. .as planned, ns
one Group wns not st the designnated position on time. ‘It was
not definitely esteblished which Group was late, nnd the Wing
was in proper position before reaching the tarest.. The breefed
bYombing altitude of 21,860 feet was not reached owing to weather
conditions and the Group Lender wss OVer the -target at 20,000
feet. A/C No. L2-78318, mentioned in paragraph 2 as an early
return, was revlaced, on cour:ze, 50 miles from base, by the
B-2L 8/c piloted by 2nd Lt. John (NMI) Luque, 777th Bomb. Sq.
(4).  One hour from brse, this a/c developed extreme smoke
conditions from one hester. In order to effect repairs, =and
becouse, temperiirily, the manifold pressure of two engines had
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t0o be reduced to.l15 inches rnd the mnifold pressure on the
other tvo enesines increased to 50 incher, this z/c¢ dronped
back in form~tion rnd the lesd w~s token and retsined throurh-
out the rem=inded of the flight by 1lst Tt. Irn C. Cagey, Jr, ’

Operrtions Officer of the 777th Bomb. fo. (F).

L. Pendevous «ith ®irhter eccort wn= filrrt effectesd st

1212B hours =t (42035'N - 10°930'%). ix P-Sls vere =szen -t

this time. Thic tvpe na/c fave cover up to the‘tarret, the
ereatest -number-taine scen at ~nv cne timé “heine tvelve P-38
a/e were first obcerved ot 1215B hours »t (LQOAS'N - lOOQO'E).
™elve were seen =t this tire, s#nd excellent caver ves nroviced
to, over s#nd upon return, the number varvins enroute, vith

the . grestest number remortrd at one ftime beine thirtv-Tive.

_P—38‘cover vng -last seen ¢t 137°7B hours off Canreir Isl-nd.

5. MAH flak wes encountared et the tereet, berinning =t
1306B hours, time of bowb relesse, and lastine for 3 to 4
minutes durine the rrlly left. TFxcellent trescking was report-
ed with seversl craws stotine that burstrs woulé follow their
a/e, a prttern of from 4 to 5 epnesrins nt the same time.

The size of bursts veried, indicatine both &8mm sné 105mm

guns being used, the color meinly being black, with some vhict
or . #ray sbove, Concentrations of fFuns were, renerally, to the
west of the herbor, in the cosstal aren.

6. Thirty-seven a/c were over the tareset .at -1306P Mours

(briefed tareect time 1300B hours). Ninetv-tvo and one-half

tons. of 500 1lb. G.P. bombs (.1 nose ~nd .025 tail fusinge)

were drooped on the target from 20,000 feet. Tvo early returns,
one, a/c No. L,2-7931%2, brought 2% tons of bombs bzck to brse;
the other, &/c¢ No.. 41-29458, jettisoned 2% tons of bombs at
(41°254N. - 12010'E). Thirtv-seven #/c returned to this bsre
from 1529B hours to 1555B hours. ,

7. Bomb strike photos shov numerous hits in the M/Y,
extending from the pier (sssisned to the second ettack unit)
weatward and into the =res obscured by earlier bombine.  One
hit wns made on the northwest corner of the plér mentioned
above. Southeast of the target, one probsble hit and six near
misses were scored on & large partielly dism=ntled liner.
Approximately one dozen bombs hit the Odero Terni Orlendo Ship
Repair Yard across the south edse and at the western extremity
of the yard, with dsmage to several small craft. Fifteen hits

were made_in the lerge pler esst of the Maritime Stntion piler,

including direet hits on four large warehouses. Twenty-one
additional hits were made on the railroesd- sidings north of this
pler, snd into the area west of the Plazzs Principe Railroad
ctetion. S S
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Prates shored thé entire wertern half of the h rhor ohscurer
hwr smoke from ensrlisr bowmbinge.

8. Terther -t hase =2t t-le-off veos epod, “ith nnlimited-
visibilitv 2nd hut fev ce~ttarad cumulus clowds. Over the
mount-ins there weres 3/10 cumulus =t 8,000 feet, =nd stratus
alans the wvestern Itelimn const. QOver the vater it vns clear,
except for patches nf low stratus, vntil = o miles North of
C~nrain Islond, vhere = thin 10/10 slto=str tiu~ lover vo-= en-
countared ~t 10,500 feet, vith visihilitv of 18 mile=, The
alto-strrtus,l~ver hroke to scrttered in the Culf of Genor.
2t the tarret it v-s clesr vith 6/10 ciumulus to the North,
Vi=ibility vmae 25 milec.  Over the vater, conditions were
cimilor exceot.th~t the Ftrrtus hed Alrein-t=d. Over the
fppennines, 5/10 cumlus haé bnilt un to 16,000 feet. There

9. Observetions obtrined from interroeztion of crews
concerned vessels an¢ shipving in Genos harbor. Good nhoto-
oraphic cover of the harbor =néd the shivping nmetivities men-
tioned, wes obtained. .

10. Route was flowvn as bhrisfed excent for clight devia-

"tions from route due to wenther conditions encountered. Track

chert showing route is inclosed. . ‘

11, A-5 sutomatic pilot wr3 ussd during the bomdb run by
the Leaders of the Attack Unites. : '

I'x
12. .One /¢ was demnred by flak, nd will be inonerational
for more than 2L hours.

13, Ten a/c =ttemrtsd ohotosraphs. A selected print is
inclosed. ' . .

For the_qommﬂnding;pfficer:

FRANCIS F, TLDER
Major, Air Corns,
Intellic~nce Officer.
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