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Office of the Tntellirence Officer

AT0O 520 U £ Army
319.1 . 16 Julv 1944
SEI+": Merrrtivs ¥ission Report
™0 : Commandine Officer, 55th Romhari-ent Wine (M),

APQ R20, TT & Armw
(Attn: A=2)

1. On 1A Julw 1044 at NEP5B honrs 30 B=2L of 32 #/c
scheduled took nff te homh Wiener MNeuforf a/c engins frctory
(Primary tareset). 2 a/c failed to tak. off because the conilot
of one &/c and the pilo* of the other afc were hoth ill. The
30 a/e formed in 2 atteck units, the second atlack nnit consist-
ing of only 2 boxes; the first unit was led hy Maj "illiam G.
Moore Jr, Commanfins Officer 777 S0 and the cecon’ unit was led
bv Cant. Robert W, Wowler ass't onerations officer 779 Sa. One
a/c returne’s hefore assemblw becanse of the loss of H2 enpine
after 'T'/O‘ :

‘ 2, The eronn assemblv was executed accordine Lo nlan.
Tine and wine rendezvous was =5 prescribed. The Group leader

- recelved flek drmase two minutes hefore homhs awav resulting

in severe gas lesks around #3 enesine, and in the bomb bhay.
Tamediztely after bombs away the Groun leader left his nosi-
tion Aand the Aewvutv leader took over.

3, .Rendezvous of fighter escort whioh consisted of 35 = .
to 50 P=-38 a/c of 306th FTiechter Wine war effected without
incident in the vicinity of Lake Balaton at 0955B honrs.

' L. TFive a/c return~? prior to bomb'ng: Two n/c bedsuse

of uncontrollable maniford pressure and turbos in 3 ensines;

.one s/c_hecause of 3 leakv superchargers, which resulted in ,
blown Pubbers; one a/c because of oxvegen leask; one a/c be= , S
censae #3.envine vibrated badly was throwing excessive oll. -

) 5. 21 a/e wefe over tarset at 1030R hours (target time
1021R hours), and dropned 52}% tons of 1,000 G.P. (.1 nose and
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L0725 tall mi~sd fusins) st 23,000 feet; 2 n/c jettisoned 10
hovibs:  § bomhe st L10720N-129001F ana & homha ot 45012'H-
179157 4 afc returne® 20 bhowhs to hase; 7% tong of bouhs
went fom in 2 shonr, vhiech wers shot do'n hebv<en T P and
torcet, Trroet area wne pommletelw ohsenra’” hy nnderenst,
F - Romhsa swav rhotos »nd homh hnrsts whiech are slichtly dicecern—
J - able beneath elouds indicate strikes in or nesr the target.

f. Cleer nt trke of”, Visibility 20 miles. 1/10 Stratus
over fdrintie st 4,000 ft visibilitv 15 miles, i

Clear over Tinaries Alnt - Seatterad Fhr-to cumulus to
RSt ’ :

Trom Dinerie Alns to Tarert 7/10 ALt Stratus rt 17,000,

At Tarecet 8/10 £lto anu11°, tonn 15 ono ft. Vieihil-
ity 15 miles in heze, C
RTTTRN: Miﬁdle lever hnd increnss? to nearly overcr=t to Trnke
Ralaton, Graduallv dissinated in the vieinity of Sava River.

°cr1l'==rr=a Cnmnluc over Tinsric f]hs, tons 12,000 ft.
Thin sca tfared cumulus over Aﬁriufic at 3,000 ft,
v Base 3/]0 cumilus at 4,000 £t ~n return.

7. 25/30 MF 109 e/s =na 3/7 TV 190 n/a were ohserved
between T P and target, These.e/a were very sgéressive in
their attacks on the formation., One series of attacks came from
6 oteloek, =t 2,000 vds the e/a ahout 30 in number were rhreast
as thev ennvOﬁﬂhed the Pormation, the width of the attacking
e/a narroved aimilisr to a funnel slidine from side to.side,
thus mresentine a éifficult tesrpet, The e/a nressed their attack
to within 150' neeline off to right and left: Another series of
attrcke wers from. 1020 o'clnck hish, nress~3 verv clos= to the
formation, ' Another series of attacks were from all clock positions.
Nur bomber crews claim ¢ MF 109s'! destroved, snd probably destrov-
ed 6 ME 1N9s'! and 3 PV lQOs'. '

8., 19 a/c¢ landed at 13008 honrs; one w/c landed at Vis
one afc #1.2-52,,87 with 20mm shell damape from e/e crﬁqh ]ﬁndeﬁ
‘at Poreria snd will e salvaged, Tail turret cunner received
wouns in side of head from 20mm shell, ‘hospitalized Topria.
3 of our bombers were lost annarentlv to e/s between T P and
. target. One eg/c sttack ve e/=2 between I P and targst hed direct -
hit in #2 engine at 1025B honrs, snirsled "dowm to approximately
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14,000 feat, vher~ laft =ine broke nf*, 5 to A chutes vers
sern ta omen;  nne a/e left Formotion hetwean T D ans tapeet
with “3 enprine an fire after sttanrk hr of/e, One crev renorie?
seeins 2 chutes =t 10257 hours 2n? nne ore.- repvorted 10 chntes
ot 1028F hours; one 2/e¢ shot-dovn hetween T © an¢ tarpret, #3
encine on “ire, :

%. Ffmoke mnots wer= ohcerved alones the Norit», North e
an? "es* asife n® the tarsrt mrenr, The notz were locetAad sporov-
imetelv 2,000 Feet fprop the target elome the roed.,

st

10. ITH to T&F Plsk ves encounteresd hetveen T P an” trreet.

11l. Foute nAs briefed end ss FTlown, sxis of =tteck plotted

~on chart atteched,

12, 2 a/c mttemnted »hotosranhs, Celected prints attsched.

For the Commandine Dfficer:

MATRTCY €. KIFLING
Carntain, Air Coros,
Aete Tntel Officer.




