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TURITCT: - Nerrztive Micsslon Revort

T0O . Commandine OFfficer, 55th Bombzrdment ¥ings (¥),
APO 520, U S Army i
Attn:  A-2

1. On 13 July. 1944 at 0720B hours, 2? B-2, of 32 a/c
schednled took off to bomb MANTUA' M/Y (Lest Resort Tarcet).
1 A/C Pfailed to take ofT because 2 enesines had excessive RPM's,
The 32 =/c formed in 2 attack units; the Ffiret unit was led by
Major Clarence G. Poff, Comnanding Officer 773th Bombardment
Souerdron (H), and the =aconé was led by Major Welcon ¥. Burton,
LELth Groun Operrtions Officer. :

2, " The take off ahd CGroup assembly wasg corried out £.0.7.

The two Group line rendezvous between Andria and Cénosa ves '
S.0.P. 02 ving rentezvous over Spinsrwola, only one other growmp-
ras alphtfd and we turned into rieght eschelon with this eroup.
On the flight up the Adriatic the 46Lth-end L65th were in good
formetion, but it vas @ifficult to keep um with the lead proum
because of the mpparent excessive air sneed, chcnge of course,
and interference of other grouns. On arriving at the I.P. for
the Primary Target it wac found that clouds obscured the terget
aren and the decision wrs made to bomh the Target of Tast Resort. %
On erriving at this Target, it was found that the M/Y was covered
by clouds on the east, resching up to the western edpe, ond 1t :
was impossible to hit tereet on thils aoprosch, but it wes evident
it could he hit from = recipr%col.heading. .Bince no opposition
_wes encountered we m=de = 180" turn en¢ ccme in and bombed the

target. o : ’ )

3. 15 T-51 =/¢ waprs observed i 1L005B hours at 44930'W -
13°uO'E snd 12 P=38 a/c were obsarved ot 10252 hours ot LACLO'N -
13030'E., e - K ] _ : L

p L. 1 A/C returned prier to bombing becruse of gns lesk in
#3 tank. . , o )

. 5. 6 MFE=109 /= were observed rt 1042B hours et 45°05'N -
10942 %; L4 DO=21 e/r were ohserved at 1100B hours at a point
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6. 31 .70 vere ovor Lure.t ol 1053B hours, w4 /¢ G-
ved 53 /6 toas of 5000 F GoP. boabs (.1 nons wad 0L =nd (27
mived tail fusine) st 21,000 fset. 1 7/C of the ky a/c Gro-’
pinT on tar-et jettisoned L bowmb; &2 a/c jettlsoned <0 tlinbs, C .
one of Shicn ilzndsd in vter of T tari€l, the otner sie jettlsouned
fho bombds ot 59080 - 10PLAtE; -5 a/c returned 59 boabo Lo
bace. The wy Y was observed to bhe fuirly well--tillea velore
Tombs poeyv.  Six bombs Wit in WY Ia Tront of the don, stetion. - e
10 nits in #/%® between I n station snd Locomotive crnea.. Tuwo
nits rt North Choke Point of JA/Y, 3 or more direct plve wad
geveral near miszes on the comblaed n K o~ad aligh..y orlées &t
the North end of the #/Y. Two hiwns on Flour w=ill wdjiscent 1o
bridre.. Twenty ﬁit on seversl buildiagzs 2,000 feet HNortn-
west of the brld Lar-est écncentr.otion of buwb Lils were

djacent to the N ¢ carner of tne /Y

. 7. ‘vie=ther - Gensrally cleal over  bi.e =o tuke cff,
cumulus over mountains, vis 1b111ty 20 miles. o cloucs ever .
. &outh Adrietic.  Further North -ere 5/10 to /Ll curatcomsulas
clcuds, toos 12,000 feet. &t twr~ot, 710 to 5710 =trztu -
cwuulus clonds "hicn obaseured Primary Ter.oet. Visibiiiliy o
20 miles. The Secondary Tarpet cas clesar on second bomb run.
S/lo“cumu%us nccea,it tea a 109 turn =nd return over tarset.

. Course wes a5 briefed until reﬂcnlnv tle I.%9,,. =t which
tiime a left turn was mnde, turning right aporoxlmntely taree
nil2s nortn of CthJ&lo. 4L course of 267 dexgrees was flown i
directly to wanilUk, after which & thirty deg ‘Tee turn to the
ri-ht was made In order to circle to the ler't, missing briefed _
flak areas, to meke the second run on the tarset. The course’ ;
bzck to the briefed route was the recipricol of the.one in
from the coast. The rally and return was made vitnout dif-
ficulty. : : ) IR

_ 9, 'No flak wes encountered on route.to tarcet nor on
- return. : : . a

10+ Route as briefed and as flown, axis of ubtuck plotted
- . . on chart attached. : ’ ‘

11. 5 ajc utbemuted photobraphs. S%lected prints attached.
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- 4 For the Commanding Nfficer

MAURICE C. KITLING,
Capt.. Air Corns,
Asst, E-2 Officer.
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Tnel 1 - Track Chart
- Inecl ? - Selected Strike Photos




