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1 Lostacting 2t 06508 nours, 33 bB-izb o/c
or 282 : O of{ wna buubes Lo Porto sarshera
Oil Sturase fmeilities, droonin~ 52 1/4 tonz of 500 1b GP
boang (.1 nose and wixed .01 and 025 tail fuseg) at 10L7B
hours (assizned t-rget tiae. was 10345 nours) fren 13,000 Te t,

2. The 3~ &/c foramed in two (2) attzek unibe. The
Tirst unit wes led by uajor Clarencs w. Pofi Comasnding
Officer of tue 77:ith Dogvardnent’ Scuadron (Hi, and the second
uylt was led o wajor Harold L. Blehm, Comdanding Orsicsr of
tie Y70th Bowbardwent Souadron (H). The Group focrme-up was .
executed according to nleu. Line rendezvous Sith tne 465th
Bombzrdment Grous (H) was as Treseribea, as wau the Wiag
rzndezvous.

3. Five a/c failed to take off for voe following
rensons:  Bezl a/c No L2-75248 falled to teue ofyv pecause
of" «xcessive maszneto drop in two engzines resultiang in re-
duced vpower on full throttis. Bezi &/c Ho hr-525<%z Tailed
to bave of T when the supercnargers on all four ensines stuci,
B=2L a/c §o 4251083 failed to take off vecause Ho 4 =agzine
wes out. B-2L &/c No 42-52536 Tailéd to take off Decause
broxen electrical lines could not ne repaired in tiwe. Be=24
a/c No L2-95355 failed to taike ofi because tiue electrical .-
system on No 3 engine was out. LR : ’

L« Rendezvous with the fighter escort waicn consicted
.of 30 to 35 P=38 a/c was efrlected at. 09330 nours at 43927 'N-
15°10%'@. The fignbers escorted tis borbers to tne target
and on withdrawal to a1°55'N-15°20'E devarting at 1208b v
hours, \ N . . : ' e R
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Ltr ierretive
. 5. There ~ere no cuwly r%t r i Lild uLl /e dron e
~11 boirn.: on the tarcet with the axe fa~t1 Wl on/e o L
vhicen had a rocu mzltunction cnd o ublU to aron only
{3) of the ten {10) bomxhs on the tarset. ; settive
1/h ton of boubs 1a the Adriatic, -t 11540 e re,uiu»
of the bombine were generully poor in trnut tre mein concen~
tration of bombs nit slhiort und to tie west ol tine brielsd
zimineg ooiant. Theee bombs hit in tne socutnern edre ol tue
0il storogse arec, =nd Tive (5) pomb. hit in the nortne::t
curaer of the srea. Out:ide of the briefzd t -rr-af, eislites
{1<} bosbs hit tue fmmonia Plunt vud reventeen (17) boabs
struck the Aluainum Plaat, viti &« fe. bombs s3Ttriding close
o tue fower LiLotion and Lhe Carpoide Plant,

‘vrere obwerved ol en-

(‘) )-'

6. o Tlus or eneay
countered enzoule Lo or on‘ Troa tae baraseb.. AT
Luoe turaet, widl Tla “lOL‘ht‘”&Q 8ilQ Crevs report nin-
noint mositions af b:tter 25 briefed. UOne cre
thet trive (5) Tl 190s were Ob»DJVcQ of tnue tai 3
5000 feet below and away Trom. the bowmber [oru:
is no confirwsation of tnils observ:tion.
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7. Venther wt tuike-off at the b:use consisted of
seatteved aiddie -clonds increncing to W/10 ofeats curu-
ulus with dbuses at 7000 feet zand tops at 10,000 over the
sdriatic with visibility 20 miles. £t toe target, 1/190
cwaulus with visibility about 20 miles. TiLhe weatner on

eburn wi:l the scme vz the westher out excent the struto .
cumulus hed increzsed to 1/10 to L/10 neer tue Gour and
6/10 to 7/lw over l=zad to buse.

5. Thirty two a/c landed at 12458 hours without in-
cidentt P=2L /e Yo L2=7837L recelved a Tluk nit before
bou awey wad Flicnt Ofrlcer Williard & . Layne, W—'k;&éﬂ,
tiddle Tinger of hio left
hand which ovled nrofusely. '‘nis ajce Lundgd at Fowslz medn
&t 1225B hours in order that Hlisnt Officer Layne could:
be jziven treatwment. The wounded EBowmbardier was left ot
the Station Hos bltul at Fogpia wein wnille the rest o the
crew returned to baese landing at 14005 hours. Flight
Officel Layne reaasined at the bLombsigiht  and r61buuca his
bombz with the Torumation only to have one (1) boab hang uq.

"9, Six (6) B-24-nfc received flak dmsage, one of
which will be inoper tionsl for ore than twenty four
(24) hours. o :
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