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BATTLE HONORS.—Ag authorized by Hxecutive Order 9398 (sec. T, WD Bul
22, 1943), supergeding Hxecutive Order 8076 (sec. ILL, WD Bual. 11, 1842), cita-
tions of the following units in the general orders indicated are confirmed under
the provisions of section IV, WD Circular _333, 1943, in the name of the Presi-
dent of the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinetion:

B, The 480th Bombardment Group (F) 18 cited for outsianding pexformance
of duly In armed confilet with the enemy. On 28 Augnst 1044, the group was
notifled to prepave to attack and destroy the oll refinery, Pardablee, Czechoslova-
kla, Destruetion of the objective would curtall the production of gagoline and

ofl &0 aritienlly needed by the enemy, thus giving assistance to oun Allies and to |

our ground forces, Although the group had flown 16 combat misglons in the past
. 28 days, making deep penelrations Into enemy territory, and had sustnined casual-

ties, logses, and severe domages to 1ts porsonnel and alrverafl, the ground crews, .

when advised that another vitally Important misslon was planned, worked with

such skill and enthusiasm that all alveraft schedulod for thly mission wefe me-

chanically perfect and vendy to take off. All group personnel coordinated their
efforis to ensure the suceessful completion of the mission. On 24 August 1944,
- thirfy-one B-24 type alrerafl took off, made vendenvous wiih ofher participating

- groups and proceeded townrd the target. Mnemy defenses en route were skill-

. fully avoided by the group lenders, On {he bombing run and over the target

—

-extremely aceurate fink was encountered, with sovernl enemy. alroealt menaeing -

the formiition. The unwavering courage off the gallant erows was displayed by
thelr determination to proceed to their assigned objective dosplte all attempis by
antlalreyaft dre and onemy fighters. Notwithstanding the offorts of the enemy
to lessen the efficiency of the formation, the group lender wifh unerring precigion
continued on to the target, and the gallnut erews dropped thelr bombs to com-

- plete the total destructlon of the target and to Infllet sorlous domage to adjacent

military installatlons. Immediately afier xallying off the target, 80 to 40 enemy
aireraft ngeressively ahd viclously attacked the formation. In the ensuing battle,

becange of the 8kill, determination, and high cournge of the gunners of the forma-.

tion, the enemy withdrew but not wntll gallant gunners had taken n total of 16
~enemy airceaft destroyed, 7 probably destrowed, and B damaged. During this
flerce air battle, four bombers were lost because of cnemy aetion and a Afth was
.80 badly damaged that it was forced to land at o friendly bage. The formation.
quickly rallled together for the long, dangerous flight to home base and all remain-
ing bombers returned safely. Thia co:nspicueus gallantry ana disx;}ay of profes-
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plonal skill and leadership by the combat crews, together with the technical skill
and loyalty of the ground persennel, have veflected great cvedit upon the 465th
Bombardment Group and the armed forces of the United States. (General Orders
8507, Fifteenth Alr Force, 2 June 1945, as approved by Commanding General,
United States Army Forces, Mediterranean Theater of Operations.)

BY ORDER OF TEE SECRETARY OF WAR

OFFICIAL ' G. C. MARSHALL
EDWARD I, WITSELL Chief of Staff
Major Generul
Acting The Adjutant General



